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Triumph of Sovereign Grace, 


Brand pluckr our © The | Fire: Te 1 


Being the Subſtance of a 


FUNERAL DisCOURSE, 


PREACHED AT 


BACOP, May 23. 1742. 


Al the Requeſt, and on Occafion of ine Death of 


L AU. BRITLIFFE, late of G- 


RISHER, near BURNLE 2 


Who was executed at LANCASTE REH 
the LenT ASSIZES, 1744. 
With a brief Rehearſal of ſome ot the moſt remarkable 


Occurrencesof his Life; and more particularly after his Appteken= = 


ſion; and the voluntary Surrender of himſelf next, at the Calte of © > 3 
Lancafler; with his fo lowirg TrialCondemnatiun and W BY 


at the Time ubovelait. © 


T ogether with a ſhort and faithful Account of bis eK 


emplary Rep entance; and hearty So tro for his grieyous G 
his Jealouſy over his own Heart, leaſt he ſhould not Sorrow e 
2 Godly Sort; bis cloſe Endeavours atter a true Senfe of Pardo 


thro'the Blood ot Cumls T; with his humble and warm on 


cations to G OD for Mercy, with many Prayers = 2 
| wherein * tis 0. E heard, in that uy fad. „ 


Firſt rehearſed more driefly in the cloſe of _ above 


ſaid Diſcourſe, and now ſame what enlargedt. N 7 
By DAVID CROSLY, Ae. 8 
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To | the Candid nn 


7 T was with uncommon. ain that 
1 I was prevail id with to attend upon the 
3 deceaſed, within this ſmall treatiſe fo 
much diſcourſed of, in his laſh moments.; * 
in order to his thorough preparation. for 7 
happy eternity; if thro ' boundleſs. Mercy. 
it was found attainable And job little 
eſs. averſion did I bring myſelf, at bir 
requeſt, to preach the following 1 7 . 
very numerous audience, and on jo fngular 
and critical an occafion : m 


8 WE ts Þ as bes, 5 5 
8 OE 


with the greateſt difficulty of all, Babe ＋ YL 


been brought to 4 compliance in making” 

a theſe rude compoſures public, Fi this cen ; 
| ſorious age; nat only becauſe of; my. mat. 4 
fold inſufficiences in general, but” OD 


ticularly, that wt having, nor 77 85 ; J 


notes, 7 am unavoidably expoſed. in” this 
caſe to the greater inconveniences, in bau- 


fo long T of time; but I , 
. a5 be that leads Into all truth did 


ing 2 great a dependance on memory, rel 5 5 85 4 1 
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not . leave me without his guid- 
ance in any of the paſt parts of this Ser- 
vice, while in agitation ; ſo I truſt he 
will be equally aſſiſting to me in the revi- 


fat of them, while J tranſmit them from 


the Ear to the Eye, more deliberately to 


be weighed, conſcientiouſly improved, and 
with 4 pious Carefulneſs reduced 10 


practice; in a way anſwerable to the gra- 
C1018: deſigns of that providence, that has 


fo vifibly led me on from ſtep to flep, in the 
 avhole affair, ſo far as 1 have had any 
concern therein. 


Upon the whole I can 1 fay, that 


both in ri ting out the ſermon, and in 
the whole relation T have given o, what 
occurr'd in the priſon, in my d iſcourſe, 


with him, I have been both as faithful, 
and impartial, as my Merory, with the 


 belp of ſeveral others, could extend to; 


except in ſome few things, that Thave ra- 
ther added than altered; not to vary from 
the ſcope, but better to clear the argument, 
and further the deſign in hand; as being 

very defirous (/o far as attai nabe by fuck. 


weak e that the 2 may be. 2 
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Lied," and Iniquity for” ever Leb. ifs a 


mouth. 


And for Ame as mentioned; 1 


ww 


the we ok diſcourſe, of a paper which 8 


J delivered fo the deceaſed, when. Þ fiſh 
pn to him in the Priſon, which"\Phad 
drawn up, on'a ſuppobtion that owls - 
find him ſhut” up in the lou Fail; where 


we could have no convenience. for mou 
converſation, and other exerciſes, Wecefſary\ 
in ſuch an important cafe. © Mbit 


flanding J found myſelf happily miſtaken in in 


my expectation, yet 1 thought proper, 


being it was drawn up, to deliver it to 


* that le might as be had opportunity, 


the more ſedately. confider the arguments, 
and weigh. the proofs, therein-urged, out 4 
holy ſcripture ; which was of fo good uſe to 
bim, and generally ſo Satisfagdry 0 
ot bers, that have ſeen it, that is is judg- 
ed requiſite go inſert it in this intro tuBien + i 
tho' I muſt needs ſay, F drew it up without 
any further view, than (if it might . 


to awaken, and bring to. repentance my. 


diſtreſſed friend, then under the ſentence . 


condemnation; being exceedingly defirous,. 
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5 that as. all, there "__ be * in me 3 ö 


To the READ E R. 


laſh end. And when be afterwards told me. - | 
that he had ſhewn it to Dr. FEN TON, I : 
| blamed bim not a little, being far from de- 


- figning or expetting, fuch a vulgar com- 
Id come under the cogntzance of 


4 Perſon of fuch exquifite accompliſhments, | 
Wl Tam: informed alſo that ſeveral copies are 
- | = b induces me the rather, to allow ita © 
e among theſe preliminaries. And the 
ents are * follow. N 0 „ 1 
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Acbriſtian vifit ta 4 condemned Pri ſoner, : 

draum up in writing Before- hand, tf g 

convenient portuntty AR not the met | þ 

with in the en W de e _— 
5 8 en. _ 


Poor Lan. B lit 
vip "08 185 5 
1 Can hardly ay e my i ro 


or ſurprize, is the greater, to fn 
you in this forlorn, and diſconſolate cons. 
Gtion. A prifoner, nay a criminal, and 

a condemned one too; ah What pity; = 
A freeholder's ſon, of a reputable: Fami- 
ly, of a laudable education, and heretofors u 

a zealous profeſſor of religion; and to tha 
eye of the world, both .commendably 8 
married, ed comfortably ſettled; in the 
poſſeſſion of a handſome eſtate, under tie 
care of indulgent parents, and bleſt with 7 
hopeful children: And yet no las al! 

; ſacrificed; | relations and . 3 their 3 
converſation is abandon'd, their 3 
e forfeited, and render d ulalels; 1 3 

1 ; 1 "ab 


THAT: : "Tae 


3 4 
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5. hats 


E alſo: 2 Eſlate, and for ever bid adieu 


5 = : 13 companions 
= | ſhame, and: leave yo 
=: in tears, and almoſt A with fraitlel 
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baue -nder . inte 32 brutiſb bands, 
n mercileſs. Hangman And chen gen mul 


3  the:melancholy views of your {> near aps 


A Copy of ® Paper deliver d 
which have been unhappily hrou ght about, 


> «Sree your own humours, and by 


tifying an exorbitant and. reſtleſs appe- 


tite to fin and folly, and thro* a dangerous 
Preference, and, violent purſuit 0 your 


own ways; which has for a long time 


paſt ruin'd your Chara@er, and ſunk all 
your comfagts ; and at laſt brought yo 
_ toa Dungeon 


i 4 SP eding, your liberty loſt; and in a 


| where: your repulatian lic: 


your for ſeited lf.mufd 


ok 


by an unavoidable conſtraint oy 


: pleaſures, with all the 
of your ſin and 


„ as well as covered over with a 


þ cud of reproaches, and ſome af them 


ready to faint 2323 agonies of grief, in 


aching; ſcandalous, as well a5, pakoful, 

— 2 Ganro wa! ; OX + 
n and alaſs for you ware ever ſuch | 

. not to ay deſperate, __ ps | 
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taken? Were ever time and firength 
worn out, and ſo much money ſpent, in 
3 ſuch a wretched manner? What pains 
have you taken to make your ſelf-miſe- 
rable, and your friends ſorrowful, to the 
4 higheſt degree? So that money cannot 
purchaſe, nor intreaties procure, one 
month's life, or one hour's liberty, for 
3 you: And all theſe valuable enjoyments, 
are thus unhappily forfeited, in exchange 
for empty trifles, or at beſt, but for gild- 
ed pleaſures. And, which is yet much 
more ſhocking, if you had hereby run, 
no greater hazard, than that of corporal 
ruin. or the loſs of your natural life, 
the matter had been comparatively finall ;; 
but alaſs for you, you have both very deſ- 
parately, and very dangerouſly, hazards, 
ed your precious and immortal ſoul, in 
compariſon whereof the loſs of ten thou». 
ſang worlds is ſcarce worth, the naming... 
And that this is real matter of fact, 
viz, that your foul is in the utmoſt dan- 
ger without true repentance, and faith 
in Chriſt Ks is moſt evident fm Gal. 3 
* 19. Ah. 2 The werks af the: | 
. s wy the apoſtle, are 1 5 * 4 


i. 


* 4 Gy 7 ea liver A 


adulteries, fornicati ons, uncleanneſs, en- 


which do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the 


. . dtinking, and the like; and was 


vyings, murtbers, drunkenneſs, revellings, 


and ſuch like, of the which I tell you, as 


Jbave told you in times paſt, that they 


Kingdom of God. The like thunder claps 
you may meet with in Zph. v. 5. 6. and 


in i. of Cor. vi, 9.10: And that your name 
is writ, in capital letters, in this black ca + 


talogue, of notorious finners, J had ra- 
ther 


you were convinced of by the 
heart- renting teſtimony of your own 


awakened - conſcience, than by the too 
loud! drum of common fame, almoſt 


very where to be heard: O that it were 
half ſo manifeſt, that you had the like 
experience of i. Gor. v. 11, Such alſo were 
"of you, but now are ye waſhed &c. 
And ſure I am, you cannot plead igno- 
rakiee with Br. Paul, i. Tim. i. 13. Who 
1 rs ago, was fo tender of ſwear- 
abbath-breaking, unclean living, 


EF obſerved to make conſcience. of rivate- 
13 prayer, with frequent hearing, and read- 


* the ward, as "7 FM in 1 8 . 5 
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O what pity was it that ever you 
ſhould "mA of, and abandon ſuch od | 
and god beginnings, to turn again Wit 
the : 8 his yomit, and with the ſow- 
that was waſhed to her former wallow- 
in the mire. Surely poor Laurence you 
baue hereby brought up an ill report on 
the good land, viz. the pleaſant and for 
ever praiſe-worthy ways of the Lord no 
wonder therefore, that you fall in ths.” 
F- wilderneſs, Theſe conſiderations; What- 
ever your thoughts are of them, I can a- 
ſure you, afford your old friends very 
melancholy thoughts of the ſtate of your - 
ſoul, as well as body; there being not 
theleaſt ground of hope left, of your Fu 
ture ſafety, unleſs you can yet be brought 
to true repentance ;, that ſo by Chriſt | Je» 
ſus, through faith, you may obtain the 
free remiſſion of all your heinous cifen- 
55 while you remain > coils _ 
; for after death, as the tree falls ſo it 
Ver And for this very end am L mow: 
come at the earneſt requeſt of both . 
ſelf, and your afflicted, ſorrowful . 
rents, to treat with you, and in the... 
| * of Chriſt, to intreat you to Aren 


DO 
5 


* 
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xi A Copyof a Paper deliver d | 
out of hand: The Father of mercies, proſ- | 
per my way unto you, on that account. | 
But what ſhall I ay, ah unhappy Lau- 
rence, and unhappy again much more, 
if you feel no remorſe for theſe things; 
for if your conſcience do not ſmite you, 
tis a plain indication that tis becauſe it is 
ſeared, as with a hot iron: Awake, 
awake, ſurely it is high time indeed with Þ} 
you to awake. O that I knew what ar- 
—"Surnents to uſe, to rouſe up your lan- 
guiſhing ſpirits, and to mollify your 
RKeelified heart; that you might repent 
from the heart, and your ſoul be faved | 
i inthe day of the Lord, though fo as by 
pe, according to i. Cor. iii. 15. Now 
ttherefore ſince eternity is at your door, 
and your precious ſoul lies at ſtake, and 
muſt in a very few days, either be with 
Chriſt in paradiſe, or in the burning 
lake, where the worm dies not, and the 
fie goes not out, let me entreat you by 
the tender mercies of God, not to put 
of repentance any longer, but out of hand 
td humble yourſelf, as in ſackcloth and 
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And truly Lam glad I can ſay, and 

3 .Gop knows I can only ſay, you have yet 
ſpace to repent. Oh be not like the wo- 
man, Rev, ii. 21. Oh! let not Chriſt 
mourn over you as once over Jeruſalem, 
Luke xix. 41. 44. With an, Itbau hadſt 
Anon al le aſt in his by day, the things 
that, belong to thy peace, but now they ane 
bid from, thine eyes. Alaſs my friend! 
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urin „ andelmoſt de r aliens 
A ale 5 

- buth;ots'that in Jobn vi. 
Phe: iBather giverb me, ſhall come 

Vun de bat bomethꝭ to me me, I will in ho 
e cn cur. Humbiy confide- then in 
he word vf God, and truſt in fim thiat 
[Bath at. Heaven und engt ſhall 
pas awuy, but one title af the word: f 
„ ee tot 


he ground unful- 
ra'thief on the crdfs 


Iu euavexted g of Add 8. ee 
Geſpair; and but 


RS def rvonk tonverted upon 
role that rione might 
— — rr none müglit preſume. Peſ- 
Atnhe cel hgur, Keep 
Eng 416 £ His pst the very 
your fins be exe 


your 


py both. of adultery and murder, arid 


_Oe Ty 
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etal re e e put otoap hy" | 
1 Rt or, i, Bam. F 
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nut i then: though the repentanet be 
aal r; 
ie; por! dial Leſjair not. David wis 
r deve 


Bosa, JHow fob Gus 
eee foul reviv'd with chie divine 


[ * b BA I ITY 
Hope chen. in Gap's: mercyd thro! 
Chriſt. Lee 1 ſaith; - beholg-the.; eye 2 
the Land is upon t them: hetor-hny: ain uot 
_ thoſe that: hope- in hig marc, £0 deliuen 
; their ſoul from earths Pa, xxFiilc 18. 19% 


and in Pia. oxlvir 11. he n furthes 
and ſaith, the Doru aketh. profurr a 
them that fear him, inthoſe that ' bope-in 
bes: mercy:\ Would you have God fin the: 
eye of _ ge Wages ou and to. take 
1 all hen: e e the feat o 
God, and hope in his mere go bach 
together. To hape in bis mere and 
vot to fear him leada:t — 0 
leads to o deſpair n, both 
fe, .com 9 But haps von 
may beſitate about the 8 2 3 
fins, how the moſt- holy God, that 18 
+ juſt as well as merciful, can reconcile, 
ſuch a ſtupendous act of his:mergy,. a8 
Na your enormous off 
enz Which hogan inconſiſtent; Wache 
d ecctitude and purity of his juſtice. Bf 
I the ent in mort is, Ontist * „ 
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pointed of God as our ſurety, to appear 
for us in the court of juſtice, and make 
full ſatisfaction for our ſins. He was 
made of '@ woman, made under the lau, 
hat be migbt redeem them that were un- Y 
der the. lau, and ſo he redeemed us from 
the curſe of the lato, by being made a curſe 
Por us, Gal. iii. 13. Thus we are dead 
0 tbe lat by the body of Cbriſt. Rom. 
| = vi. 4. For God 5 made bim to be 
n for us, who knew no'fin, that we 
might be made-the 1 of God in 
him) 4i, Cor. v. 27. laid upon 
Vim theintquities of usall. Tſai, v. 3. 6. 
Hence Peter faith, who bis own ſelf bore 
dae fins in bis oun body on the tree, by 
= whoſe fripes we are healed, i. Pet. ii. 24. 
Mus he bath put an end to fin and fmſhed 
=  Franſgr Mon, made reconciliation for ini- 
guity, — Brought in everlaſiing rigbte- 
51% t. Dan. ii. 24. Hence Jeremi- 
40 e the iniquity of Iſrael ſhall be 
dune and the fins of Fudah, they 
— ul! not be found ; for I will pardon them 
r _ Jer. I. 20. This is ou. 
Goſpel way of ſalvation, thro' faith in 
3 iſt crucified neither i is there ET ay 
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tion in any other ; fur there it other 
name under heaven gi ven among men inbens- 


vue muſt bi ſaved; ſaith the- apoſtle 99 


him therefore fhall' abe gathering of the 
ible be; in bim ſpall the Gentiles truſty 
1 his reft- ſhall be glorious. Vai. xi. 10. 
Let me beg of you- therefore to give 
that good God, whom you have ſo great» 
Wy offended, a meeting in his dear Son, 

the only: 3 between- God aud man. 


7 i, Tim. ii. 5. In bom bes. ready it 


be — fo you, and not imputs your: 
treſpaſſes unto you. ii. Cor. v. 19. end if 
you ſay your ſins are many, very many: | 
Fohn the divine tells you, the ood oft 
Chriſt cleanſes us from all fn. Note the: 
emphaſis of the phaſe, From: 4 n; 


Jewiſh Sanhedrim.: | Abi iv. 12. 'Ta + | 


er Scha dees of de alias 


you, hear what J/aiah ith; - chapter _} 
1 5 . aur = be. 45 19 AY. 4 

he as dbl. 7, 
not, 88 terms LY. 
inſiſts on diſcourages yon. Hear what _ 
Feremiab faith 3 Lord, Jer. iu. 
13. Only n thing "pn, „ 
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| xvii. AC9 of 4 Paptr deliver'd j 
* how gracious is this word ONLY. Y 
And in Jo. ii. 9. If we confeſs our fins, | 
that 1s, with as bumble, upright beart; | 
and what can God inſiſt on leſs. If we. 
confeſs our fins ; well what then? he is 
faithful, and juſt to forgive us our fins. 
What wondrous words are theſe, faith-- 
ful and juſt to forgive us, Let us query 
here, how comes Gods juſtice, and 
faithfulneſs to be concerned, nay engaged 
in the forgiveneſs of our fins ? The an- 
'fwer is, tis by vertue of his covenant 
. promiſe, warougd . the blood of 
= -Confider now, is it not in your heart, 3 
= thus: to acknowledge your iniquities, 1 
aud confeſs your 'fins ; ſince God has 
bound himſelf, in juſtice, and faithful- 
gneſs, to forgive you; I fay is it not in 
your heart ; for our Lord tells us, from 
Ii. xxix. 13. This people” draweth 
TO nigh unto me wi 4h their mouth, and bo- 
muretb me with their lips, but their heart 
ar From me; whereupon it follows, 
An vain do they worſhip me; Mat. xv. 8. 
Por with the beart man believeth unto. 
rig beuge and with the mouth confe fon 


l 2 15 n. 


r 3 


our. heart, aſſure yourſelf God, even to- 


your exemplary repentance, though even 


25 bongi: 21 


A brokew and contrite heart, God will 
not deſpiſe. Pſa. li. 17. Repent then 
from the heart, of all your ſins,” Tis 


1 | what God requires from vou; and F to- 3 


day you will hear his voice and not barden 


day, will hear your voice; and do more 
for you than you can aſk or think.” 
And let me further add, that as in ; ths 


days of your vanity,” you have made the 
hearts of your relations, and particulses 


ly your pious, and indulgent mother, fad; 5 


together with many other of your ſober 
friends, that had heretofore conceived 


great hopes of you, and made them *of® 
ten to go mourning, When tlley have | 
ſeen, or heard of your manifold extra- . 
vagancies; and eſpecially now to- ſee 
and hear, what theſe — have brougkt = 
you to at laſt yet Sara”, Lſee hort 


their very countenances would chang 


how it would exhilerate their ſpirits; . I 


and rejoice their very hearts, to Hear ef 


now at the laſt ; and that vou fly for re- 
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is made unto ſalvation, Rom. x. 10 


Ach P 
re us all, as the only anchor of our 


=. Wy 


"Huls; which is both ſure and ſtedfaſt; 
king ſanctuary in the bofom, and un- 
2 the healing wings, of your once dy- 
ing, but now for ever living, and reign- 

2 Ang Saviour: Yea and let me add, that 
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feigned unto the Lord; and he will!“ 
have mercy on you, and to our God „ fon be 
will _ pardon, Iſai. lv. 7. Or as: 
ſome read it, he will multiply to: Went n 


bn. . 
And now after all theſe motives and; | 


arguments drawn out of the hol 
tures,” thoſe inexhauſtible fountains: ' "of 
grace, and truth, the rule of our duty; _ 
here, and of our doom hereafter ; permit. 
me to add for à cloſe, that ſince you have 
already found, that though hand join in 
F hand, fin ſhall: not go unpuniſhed; and 
that whatſoever other courſe we takep 3 
our iniquities will find us out; and as the 
Lord expreſly tells us, in Exe. xviii. 30> œ 
That if we repent not iniquity ſhail be aut 
ruin; even as our Lord alſo faith, except + 
Fw Fepent, we muſt” all litewiſe periſd, 
Luke xiii. 3. 5. Let nothing then? 
diſsuade you from, nor diſcoùrage 5 
; this indiſpenſible duty. The weightineſ d: Fx - 2 
Jof the work, and ſhortneſs of your- time, #1 
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repent, and ſo believe, as, that havin ing 
your puniſhment only in this life, y 

; on thro' the Saen is in Chriſt — 
ſos, eſcape the vrrath to come, and ob- 
tain chat incorruptible inheritance that 
ſhall _ be taken from u. 
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” bo turn then to this ſtrong-hold ye priſo- 
ns ners of hope. Zech. ix. 12. F you be 


e's true penitents you are priſoner s of hope; 
d or a broken and a contrite heart, God 
be. will not deſpiſe. Pſalm li. 17. Iſaiah Ivii. 


rg. Whatever you do tread not under 


fo 4 foot the Son of God. It puts him to an 
I open ſhame. Heb. ix. 29. Rather take 


David's advice, kiſs the Son &c. Palm 
al ii. 12. For if any man love not the Lord 
ot Jeſus Chriſt, he is to be anathema ma- 
A Franatha. i. Cor. xvi. 22. For if there be 
no other name given under heaven, where= 
q h any man can he ſaved but the name of 
Jeſus, then ſurely we ought to love tim, 


„ ¶ and believe on bim, but the firſt propoſition 1 


„ ul. Ye that love the Lord hate evi - 
1 P/almg7.10. Whoſoever names the nas 
„Jof the Lord Jeſus Chriſt let him depart 
from iniquity. ii. Tim. 2. 19. It nad 


¶ibe apoſtle weep to ſee how many by their 


walking declared themſelves enemies to 
. the croſs of Chriſt, Phil. iii. 18. 19. who. 


in words do profeſs him, but in works 
; r him. Ti 12 are angody men, that 
N turn 


3 


is true, Acts iv. 12. Therefore fo 16 the : 2256 a 


foith, love, patience, and meekneſs: i. 
Tim. vi. 11. for the grace of God that 


| rightecuſly , and godlily, in this preſent 


= thing. obn xv. 4. 5. Cbriſ is the vine, 3 
wn we are tbe h unleſs we have vita! 
uin with the vine, we can bring forth | 


be taken out of the wild olive tree; off the 3 
* 2 fallen nature, where we are dead in in, 
Ander the curſe and wrath of God; and 


De are made alive, and able to do all © 
things, God ſtall call us to, thro Chrift | 3 
MM pls us, Our ard then in uot i 
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But thou man of God flee theſe things, 
and follow after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, | 
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brings ſalvation has appeared, i. e. by the 
goſpel, to all men teaching us, i. e. us that 
believe, that denying ungodlineſs an d 4 x 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberlyß, 


world. 1. e. ſoberly towards ourſelves, | 
right couſly towards our eNews and 
Sede ' towards God. 7 

In ſhort, faith without works is dead; | 
and Jer at the * ſame time except we be and ; 
abide. in Chriſt by air we can do no- 


no ſruit. The order then lies E firſt to 4 
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grafted into Chrift the true vine, in whom | 1 
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1 J 17 us, but of the grace- of God in Chriſt ; 

„ 4 25 our ſprings then are in bim, and from 

| Jin our fruit is found; to us belongs ſbame; 

to him belongs the glory; and upon him- 

a let the Crown flouriſh for evermore. 

Hut moſt evident it is, if wwe be really in 

bim, we ſhall be fruitful ; he is a ſweet 


. and cannot yield bitter water; 
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days of our life. Luke i. 73. 74. If be 
nabe us free from fin, we ſhould become 
ſervants to God, and have our fruit unto 
holineſs, and the end everlaſting life. 
Rom. vi. 22. 23. For we are not our own, 
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4 Finally, to repent of our fins, to believe 


| fear and to the glory of God, in Cbriſt, 
thro the renewing grace of the holy Hirit, 
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be has bought us with a price, even that 
of his own blood; therefore we ſhould © 
2 glorify him with our body and with out 
3 ſpirits, which are his. i. Cor. vi. 20. 


E if he ſave us, it is but rea aſonable 8 

1 that we'ſerve him. I, the bleſſe - Teſus 
deliver us from all our enemies, ſurely we 
| bw ſerve him without fear in Thellaet 
and ee before him, all the 
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] on the Lord Fejus Chriſt, and live in the } 
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ii To the READER. 


poſſible we ſhould be happy in the life to 


come without a due attendance hereunto ; , 
and the more effectually to allure all people 
70. a chearfull compliance herewith, I have 
thus given you a threefold chain of motives © 
and incouragements out of the holy ſcrip- % 
Fures, and almoſt word for word in ſcripz- 
ture phraſe ; and that they may not miſs 


of obtaining a conſcientious regard from 


ell that are religiouſly diſpoſed, T will 3 | 
cloſe this ſolemn addreſs with the apoſtles * 


remarkable words to the Athenians, Acts 


'Xyii. 30. Former ignorance God wink- 


ed at, but now commandeth all men eve- 


ry where to repent. The times of idola- | 
try among the Heathens, before the revela- | 
tion of the goſpel of Chriſt, is what the 
apoſtle meaneth by the times of former igno- 
rance; and by God's winking at theſe times, 
© (hews his non-reſentment of em. He took 


rognizance of them, but did not execute 


| tbe deſerved judgment upon the offenders. 
E © God does not always execute his judgments 
”* ſpeedily, as Solomon obſerves; yet as the 
| -proverb ſaith, forbearance is not forgive- | 
neſs ; and if our hearts be more fully ſat or | 
bent to do evil, becauſe of God's long-ſuffe- 
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To'the RE ADE R. xxvili 


| I Tring towards us, as in Eccle. viii. 12. , 
„ it is 4 very ungratefull requital to ſo mer- 
* ciful a God, for ſo undeſer ved a favour,” 

1 However, as it muſs be granted that God 


bas winked at, or in a way of long- ſuffe- 
| ring did paſs by even an ocean of fins, in 
„ © Tfrael, before the coming of Chriſt, and 
: Lea, on the head f their idolatry, 
ph much more muſt it be acknowled ged that 
1 104 has winked at, or paſſed by the inigui- 
„dies of the preſent times, at a much greater 
rate; at leaft ſo far, not to puniſh us, or 
tale vengeance on us, as our ſo much 
JF grevated offences have moſt notorioufly de- 
Arved. Was ever ſwearing, diffimulation, 
FF #runkenneſs, and whoredom, ſelf-ſeeking, 
| f undermining one another, oppreſſion, 


Alves, carried on with a higher hand, wich 
almoſt innumerable other vices ? Mi le God, 
at the ſame time, even heaps upon us bis” 
manifold ble e ſings ; ; fuch as peace, liberty 
and plenty, even to a wonder, among 
many other valuable mercies. And yet 
how poor are our (i rk in a way of reli- 
= grous thankfullneſs and ' filial obeuience, 
5 ne: G0 fall. abounds in un Wy: 


5 


— 


doing arong to thoſe that cannot help them- _ I 


XXIX To the READ E Re 1 


2 ſuffering, almoſt beyond a parallel | . 
towards us, both in temporals ana ſpiri- 
 Fuals ; out of all which I would bave ad 
w_ things diligently obſerved. 

. That God now under the goſpel, and | 
iel now in our days, commands ally 
men every where to repent, 1 

2 dly. He gives us ſpace to repent 3 yea | 
ihe even waits on us to be gracious to us. ® 
But if his commands be neglected, and bi: 
3 ng and patience abuſed, and | 
the means of his grace mi improved, whi ch 
to, and among us are fo ſuper-abundant, | 

how ſhall due anſwer it to the awful God | 
another day, when be comes to make 8 L 
fition about what returns we have made, | 
and what fruit we have brought forth? 1 
How ſhall we dare to look him in the fac | 
I F when he comes to us, ſeeking grapes, A 
E nde nothing among us, but wild grapes? 
Ho ſhall our bands be firong, and our 
hearts endure, if inſtead of living relig. 3 
ouſly we be found to have lived profanely ? | 
F Shea of reading tbe holy "ſeripture, | 1 
And bearing the word, we be Le Zo | 
dead Romances and idle faries, and to 

43 Seas ur ears to vain Jongs, ac” 1 in- 4 
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I terludes; if inſtead of prayers and edifying 
i ſcourſe es, we have given up ourſelves to 
wearing, curſing, and obſcene talking ; 


B if inſtead of ſandtiſying the Lord's day, by 


Y attending reli gious worſhip, and waiting 
on God in his holy ordinances, we be found 
to have attended ale-houſes, playing at 
cards, or foot-ball.;. if inſtead of | loving 
and ſerving our neighbours, we be found 
to have been envious, miſchievous, and 


evil minded; if inflead of being com 


aſſionate and charitable to the poor, we 


be found to have been oppreſſive, unmer 


 ciful and without hoſpitality. Above all, 


F inſtead of truly repenting for our fins, 
we have been hard-hearted, impenitent 
neither fearing God nor regarding man ; 
and inſtead of adbering to, andrelying upon 
Feſus Chriſt by faith, and in true humili- 

ty, and ſelf-denial, ' furrendring our all 
into his hands, we have been found ſelf-con= 


: dent, preſumpruous, phariſaical and bye © 


pocritical, Oh! how great will our dig 
"appointment be, if we thus go into eternte 
ty with a lye in our right DAR. - 
Let i it therefore be diligently noted, that | 
now under the goſpel, and particularly 
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xxxi To the READ ER. | 
now in theſe our days, providence in an efvecial | 1 
manner calls aloud upon ut, to repent; by bis 
word: he commands all men every where ſo to 
do. Noi perſon is too great, nor no place too 
remote, but his word reaches them, Mark 13. 3 
127. and lays the command of God upon them 
3s repent and turn unto the Lord. And certain- 7 

Ty providence alſo never gave louder alarms, nor Þ 
more multiplied calls to repentance and refor- 7 
mation, than at this day. Surely the Lord is © 
coming out of bit place 10 puniſh the Inhabitants * 
- of the 'earth. Who ſees not how the Lord i; 
riſen, and already at work, threſhing the 
nation: with the rod of bis anger, and as it is in 
tbe 9th. Pſalm, 12. If the wicked turn not 
he will wet his Sword. And then it will be 


rod ef correction, and bis ſtord ofsd Bruiion . 

T.et us turn then while it is called to days Bleſ. 
ed be God be gives us ſpace: Ob! f > ny not AY 

. Frith ws as with the woman, Jezebel 

Mt 21. I gave her ſpace to rept and f 

© repented not. I earneſtly beg, Id in 1 

| Towels of Chriſt, Tintreat every reader to repent 
in time. The. awfull God commands. it, and 

| promiſe. Sede ife as 4a motiue 10 1. and 

8 : thr eatens. | ; 
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al | 1 1 eternal damnation to the ele of af 
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6 yy upon us, nor be a thouſandth part of the 
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Not bing therefore can lie with greater 


T Concern to us. The Lord open our eyes and in- 
Kline our bearts 10 4 ſerious, and ſincere regard 
o theſe things; or the dt appointment will be 
Tae at the bour Y death and _ 7 Tudg- 


nent . 
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© yo, to above 4000 bearers. 

I F it pleaſe this numerous 
g aſſembly, before J enter 


upon the ſolemn. ſervice 
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. pe earneſt requeſt to propoſe, 
"You — how very large the congregation 
* that is gathe 
5 1t, as well as uncommon occaſion ; and 
Cannot but obſerve the incommodious ſitu- 
I AY on we mutually ſand in, I in ſpeaking, 
aud you in hearing. My requeſt to you 
N 5 herefore is, to be as ſilent, and ſtill, in 
your ſeveral places as you poffibly can; 
* 8 and on my part I will endeavour to be 


my abilities will reach to; z and alſo 
3 +" "Can tract what I have to offer into as nar- 
# . row 2 compaſs, as the nature and weight 


of. 


now before us, I have one 


ed | together, upon this im- 


W audible and intelligible to you all, as 


of the n and gent will, admit 


by 


2. 
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In the firſt place then, I need not tell 
you that I am to preſent you with a fu- 
neral diſcourſe ; a ſervice I have often 
been call'd to, during the late mortality | 
hereabouts ; having made no leſs than 
" If five funeral diſcourſes in lefs than ſo many 
weeks, on occaſion of the death of ſo 
many of my worthy friends, whom it 
has pleaſed God to call out of their houſes 
of clay to their ſhining manſions in t 
fathers houſe; the loſs of wlloſe chriſtian 


not but bewail, yet at the-ſanie time we” _ 
rejoyce in their:bappy:deliverance; out wo 


lociety and good offices, tho we can- 1 2 1 [| 


| 1 of tears, andi from all the ſorrows? 2 J 


and manifold incumbrances, and diſtur=: __ 
bances, incident to this fate here belo my, 4 I 
| henceforth. to. enter into peace, A I 
reſt in their beds, where the wicked ceaſe: 
| | from: troubling, and where the por 1 
5 take up their future ſweet repoſe, in. "On 2 "5 1 
. || boſom of the en Abrabam, oy for: | 5 20 
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ever 3 4 5 ? 
| - But whe 1 am now: to fe before you. 85 0 
is of a more afffictive and melanchol 9 | 
nature. Here's death not — ber 4 
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or uncomfortable accident, vatthy 

hand of juſtice, In ſhort we are now 
called to commemorate the ſorrowful ex- 
it of one that died as a criminal; tryed 
in open court, before judge and jury, 


and condemned upon evidence, whether 


. true or falſe is none of our buſineſs now 
to inquire; and according to the ſen- 
tence then and chere if agen upon. bim, 


and Recently burked as fucka caſe would 


admit of, by the kind and good offices, 
of ſome en and tender hearted 


friends; who greatly commiſerated his 


cCaſe, as having known him in his firſt, 
and moſt hope ful days; and his much ex- 
5 and 1050 · 3 ſoul, took its 


2 . ſpeedy flight, perhaps not without friend 
y attendants, alſo to the awful bar of the 


great judge, and ſovereign of the uni- 
verſe; in order to its receiving its final 


and eternal doom; where corrupt and 


8 falſe evidences, and partial or mercenary. 


dings, have no place; nor yet, on 
her hand, is there any connivance 
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of juſtice; or from which they are not 


fully and graciouſly acquitted, by and 


through that only mediator, betwixt 
God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus, and 
by vertue of a new covenant intereſt in, 
and relation to him, according to che. 


everlaſting goſpel. 


And to ſhew that notwithſtanding the 
manifold diſcouragements and mournful 
views wherewith this melancholy caſe is 
attended, there is one of a contrary. na- 


ture, that gives us good hope thro” grace, 


that. it goes well with the ſoul. of him 


whoſe death we now commemorate 
which in ſhort is, that he died a ſincere 
penitent, which notion has not been by. 
us very readily entertained, nor taken 


up on ſlight grounds, for the byaſs alms 
againſt, rather prejudic'd againſt, than 


any ways primarily inclin'd to any cha- 


ritable opinion concerning him. But 
when things appear, by flagrant proofs, 

and ſeemingly inconteſtible evidences, no 
one ſhould wilfully ſhut their eyes. And, 
that it was thus in the preſent caſe, that”. 
18 to fay, that Lawrence 2" died * 
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ſincere * wy — „ 
before he left the world, of all his offen 
ces, by him unhappily, and ungodlily 
TCommitted, againſt God or man; and 
accordingly, that he obtained of God the 
moſt merciful, a free forgiveneſs of all 
theſe his heinous offences, through the 
alone meritsand mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and by faith in his name, I hope will 1 
car, in ſome good degree, when 
= heard and coolly conſidered this TiC 
courſe, - and therewithall have duly 
2 hed ſome other teſtimonials 1 
e occurrences, which in a 
8 while may be made apparent. 
And Imuſt add, that if I had not bad, 
ele comfortable oy of his dying ate, 


I ſhou/d not have appear d or have open- 
3 EH my mouth this day on his account; 
= 115 at the ſame time I confeſs, had his 


ztance been of a more early date, it 


1 ba been leſs liable to the exceptions of 
ſome, and leſs ſhocking to the moſt cha- 
- xitable; but it is to be conſidered the 
1 Wind blows when as well as where it 
liſteth. Some are called at the eleventh. 


7 «Min oo ſome at the all ws | 
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that hour, as the thief upon the croſs. 
Let me only add in this preliminary way, 
that as the deceaſed deſired me to favour his 
memory with this diſcourſe, and therein 
to warn all people to ſhun the dange- 
rous ſteps which he had ſo careleſly tak- 
en, and by the moſt moving arguments 

to perſuade them to a timely repentance, 
that turning to God, thro' Chriſt, by 


faith, they might have their fruit * _ 
| holineſs, and the end everlaſting life; =_ 

at the fame time he gave the text wich _ 
Jam now to infiſt upon, Which is 


PR. xcix. 8. Thou Lane them o 1 
Lord our God; Thou A God. that for-. 
gaveſt them, though thou eee vengeance: WM 
9 their inventions. © BET. 

In theſe words we have 3 three-fold” 9 5 
narration of what God had done for- his 4508 
people Ifrael ; in which he magnified” = 2 
both his mercy and his juſtice. towards 
them; his mercy in anſwering theis 
prayers, and forgiving | their fins; his +2 160 
juſtice in takin vengeance of thelk 1 
ventions. In an er their prayers and Att; 
forgiving their iniquities, he performed 


two. ſtupendous acts of grace and ſoꝓ’ e 
"el N ä reig 
33 » : 
1 : 
8 Oe” 

Ps 4 
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reign. benevolence ; and in taking venge- 
ance of their inventions the fectitude 
and purity of his nature, is ſet forth by 


magnifying the attribute of his juſtice ; 


that all his people may hereby learn to 
fear him on one hand, as well as comfor- 
tably to put their truſt in himon another. 
Thou anſweredſi them O Lord our God, 
In theſe words ſomething is expreſt, and 
ſomething imply'd. Three things are 
expreſt. 1. They were anſwered. 2. They 


were anſwered by the Lord. 3. They 


were anſwered by the Lord their God. i. e. 
their covenant God; they were anſwe- 


E red; which teacheth us that he never 


* Fut to the ſeed of Jacob, ſeek ye my face 


in vain : He will an fwer, yea and avenge 


bis own eleft, which cry to him day and 
nigbt, though he bear with them, or bear 
off from them long. Luke xvii. 7. 8. 
Again they were anſwered by the ory 
This makes the anſwer 1ſt. awfoll. 


God's anſwers are awfull anſwers. 2d. It 

makes the anſwer certain. Call upon 
mee in the day of trouble and I will de- 
F liver thee. i. e. will anſwer thee, and that 


2 allo i in Nee. 
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they are yet ſpeaking 1 will hear. 
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But the ſweet of it is, when we are 
not only anſwered by the Lord, but 
when the Lord that anſwers us, is alſo 
our God; our covenant God. Thou 
an{weredſt them O Lord our God ; ; this 
is what is expreſt. 

But there is alſo ſomething pipe f 
and that is, that they prayed. If we do 
not aſk, how ſhall he be ſaid to anſwer. 
It is true God faith in Jaiab Ixv. 24. 
before they call I will anfider. But his 
anſwer always implies, or ſuppoſes, ort 
calling upon him ſooner or later; nay 
more, the call and anſwer oft 20 together; 
for ſo it follows in the fame place; Ke 

2 
true in Prov. i. 28. We are told; hen 
foall they call upon me, but I will 0 ans 


fer; "but that is after he has called on 


them during the day of his grace, and 
they wou' d not hear him. Then inſtead 


of anſwering us in a wa ay of mercy,” "be ”" ff 


tes in a way 


will laugh at our calami 


Jadgment; upon the whole it * — 1 


that fervent prayer was made on - their - 


part, and the Lord their God anſwered | 


W& on his part; but i it appears from the 
2 3 {pes een 


Ws 41 The triumph of Sovereign Grace, 
context, that regard is chiefly had to 
. Prayers that were made for them; fo 
verſe the. 6th. before our text. Moſes 
: and Aaron among his prieſts, and Samuel, 
among them that call upon his name, 
they called upon the Lord and he anſwe- 
red them. As to Mojes and Aaron ref- 
erenc es are manifeſtly made to them. In 
Numb. i. 14. 10. 20. Where Moſes il 
prays and pleads with God for Iſrael, on 
account of the ill report brought up by 
the ſpies concerning the promiſed land. 
Pardon, I beſeech thee, the iniquity. of 
this people, according to the greatneſs of 
thy mercy ; and as thou haſt forgiven this 
people from Egypt, even until now, Thus 
Moſes; and the Lord ſaid I have 
par doned according to thy word; and in 
the 11th, of Namb. when the people 
- murmured, tbe Lord heard it; and it 
Aiſpleaſed the Lord ; and the fire of the 
Lord burnt among em and conſumed them; 
and the people cryed unto Moſes, and when 
F Moſes prayed unto the Lord, the fire was 
_— quenched, ver. i. and ii. And i in Exod. 32, 
in the caſe of the golden calf, how warm- 
= wt does ——— plead, and with uncom- | 
2 mon 
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mon ardency expoſtulate with God, for 


Iſrael, in the 11. 12. 13. verſes, and 
in the 14. verſe it is ſaid, and the Lord 


repented him of the evil which he-thought 
to do unto his people, Alſo in Numb. 16. 


In the caſe of Korah, how did Mo/es and 


Aaron even ſtruggle with God for mer-- 


cy, on the behalf of the people: And: 
the body of the people was pardoned and 
ſaved, only Kyrab and his company. 
dreadfully deſtroyed. And in the cloſe of 
the chapter, when the people very un- 
worthily upbraided Moſes and Aaron, 
with having killed the people of the 
Lord, and the plague broke out among 
the people, Aaron, at Moſes's command,” 
ran into the congregation to make atone- 
ment for the people, and he fond:between 
the dead and the lixring, and the Dan, 
was ſtayed, ver. 47. 48. 

And how the Lord anforeting; Samuel 
in like manner when he interceded for 
the people, ſee the xxii. chapter of the 
i. of Samuel. From the whole let it be 


| obſerved, that it has been the practice of 


the people of of God in all ages, and on i | | 


5 all occations, to pray tO the Lord their 
oy : ; # 5 God | 


43 The triumph of Sovereign Grace, 
God for peate and pardon ; as alſo in 
like manner to pray one for another ; 


and eſpecially fuch as are - officers, and 


leaders of the peoP ple. Ja. v. 13. 14. 
We fee examples of this nature are nu- 
merous, and incouragements great hete- 


unto; thus God honoured Job, in pray- 


ing for his three friends, with a promiſe 


of their acceptance for his ſake. Job xli. 


9. 9. And in the cafe before us, I 
can aſſure you, very earneſt prayers were 
n up to the father of mercies, in the 
> of our dear Lord Jeſus, both by, 


and foe the pardon and falvation of the 


deceaſed's immortal ſoul ; which I hope 
thro' the prevailing intereſt and mediati- 


on of the Angel at the golden altar 
were heard in much mercy, and anſwe- 
red accordingly. Rev, viii. 3. 4. to 


the abundant fatisfation of ſeveral pre- 
ſent, as well as thoſe concerned therein: 


And this brings me to the ſecond head; 
be forgave their iniquities: A glorious ; 
cd ad of tremendous mercy, in which nete, 
. che agent, 2. the act, 3. the ſubject. 
I. The agent acting; viz the gteat, 


che holy, the: gracious, and moſt mere 
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ful God of ſal vation; whoſe admirable 
condeſcenſion is ſuch, that he waits on 
us to be gracious to us, and always takes 
a ſingular complacency in ſhewing mer- 
cy even to the rebellious. © That the Lord 
God may dwell among them. And what a 
dignity does this put upon this invaluable 
article of our chriſtian faith, i. e. the 
forgiveneſs of ſins, the glorious. agent 
acting. That through this man is preached + 
unto you, the forgiveneſs of fin ; and that, 
by him all that do believe are juſtified from 
all things. Note: Hence it is, the man 
that repenteth is he that is pardoned, as in 


Luke ili. 3. 5: And that believeth' a$ -- ©; 


here, and in Mark xvi. 16. Jobn iii. 3. 
Forgiveneſs of ſins, is the gift of Gd 
to Man ; but as he gives us pardon - of 3 
his own good pleaſure, ſo he gives it ac 

cording to his good pleaſure, and in Ki: 
own eſtabliſhed way; which is in ſhort, 
to all adult perſons, in the way of repen- 
tance, and faith in Chriſt Jeſus. For 

the whole need not a phyfictan, but they 


that are fick. Not the righteous but 
ſinners are called to repentance, and ſo to | 


faith in Chriit, and lalvation by him: 
IOW | ' * 


as The triumph of Sovereign Grace, 
but he that is wilfull 
unbelieving, ſhuts up the kindom of hea- 
ven againſt himſelf, and that man's de- 

ſtruction is of himſelf; lo! this day i 
forgiveneſs of ſins and eternal life in and 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt, preach'd to you all; 
and he that repenteth and believeth by 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be ſaved. But if you 


it not, and believe not, you muſt 


die in your fins. The glimmering hopes 
we have of the pardon and falvation of 
him, whoſe death we now commemo- 
Fate Intirely depends upon this, that we 
| hope he died a true penitent, and was 
Helped by grace to fly to, and depend on 
Chriſt alone for falyation, with a 8 
humble and fincere heart, . 
the goſpel 5, and- in this reſpect 
eaſe and mine is the ſame; 500 an 
nc. Sinners muſt all be ſaved te 
fame ys Paul, a Phariſee, and Mat- 
-  thew a Publican, came in both at one 
door. - Repent therefore and turn to the 
Lord from all your evil ways, fo iniquity 
_ not be our ruin, Eze. xviii. Toe. 


of 


— ® % 9 
4 N 
n 


impenitent, and 


— L * 
„ # „ — : - N 
# 0 9 5 i / * 
* 0 
- 
x WI s : 
. 
* 1 ry 
* 
* 


8 


*. 1 * Be, 
9 J 


or a! "ib ay out f the. ws. ad 


| And now I come to the third and laſt - 

| ead, though thou tookeſt Vengeance of 1 their 

inventions. Here let us note. a 

1. The vengeance-taker. 2. The 

a vengeance taken, 3. What * takes 
[vengeance upon. 

I... The vengeabce-taker, viz. God 
himſelf; thou tookeſt vengeance; but to 
what end; not to ſatisfie- his vindictive 
juſtice but to correct their vices; not to 
f ſatisfie for their offences, but to mortiſy 

their luſts ; and to reform their hearts and. 
lives. Satisfaction to vindictive Jaies, 
ariſes from another quarter. Zech. xiii. 
7. Awake, O L againſt. my "Phepberd,, 
againſt the man that is my feliow, ſaith, _ 
the Lord of hoſts 1 wwill | e ae ſhepberd. 
The ſmiter i is 80 the "ather, the penſon 
ſmitten i is the Son. The good Shepherd, | 
lays down. his life for his | 524 ;. and no- 
thing 1 1s more apparent than that the. Fa- 
ther's ſmiting the Son is an act of juſtice. 
For it became him, for, and by whom are 
all things, in bringing many ſons unte. 
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tron perfet? through ſuffering. Heb. ii. # 


glory, to make the captain of their Jaluas. $0 
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the Lord to bruiſe him, he et bim to 
. when bis ſoul was made an offering 
for fin, and then 1t was that the pleaſure of 
the Lord did proſper in his hands. Jaiab 
lin. 10. And hereupon it is, that the 
Father puts upon his Son that high en- 
_ comtum. Mat. xvii. 5. This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, 
hear ye him. From hence we learn that 
Chriſt alone can give ſatisfaction to vin- 
dictive Juſtice, He takes vengeance then 
of our inventions on another foot, and 


to other purpoſes, than to ſatisfy his juſ- 


tice ; we ought not to juſtle Chriſt from 
his croſs, any more than out of his 


throne ; we ſhould he as tender of Chriſt's 


| honour as he is of our ſalvation. 


II. The vengeance taken, Which is, 


Corrective, not deſtructive. 2. Cor- 


— not ſpiritual. L e. inflicted upon 


the body, not upon the ſoul. 3 Tem- 
1 not eternal. 

I. Tis corrective, not deſtructive; 4 
rod, not a Sword; to amend us, not ruin 


us 3 to mortify our luſts, purify our af- 
fectious, rectify our lives, and qu cken 
our * both for the good of our Os. 


kn, Ra, 3 


— 


— — 


„ hk __ 


F NN 


| — mptuous enterprizes, and ſinful, 


| 4 


or a. a plucks outof the Ar 


and caution of others. And this God 
ſometimes by ſickneſs, as in He : 
ſometimes by plague. and peſtilence, a 48 
in David when he had numbered the 4 
people; ſometimes by captivity and the 
ſeverities of, mercileſs. enemies; as ro W A 
Manaſſes, when he was taken amon ” 
thorns, put in fetters, and carried t eng Om 
Ion, i ll. Chron. 33. 11. Thus he took venge 
ance on the Ijraeli tes, b ugh he forgave | 
their iniquities, in the. caſe of the golden 
181 and 954 e ey of og eng, thu vu, =_ 


he; puniſhe or, t their 1 dolatrie 85 


ee Had 885 ng the hea bs, 


juſt 2 ation 1 fi” per e ar= 


dency and immenſity of his love 85 the | - l f 


ſouls of men. 3 39 


2 Oh The 5 taken.” is on the 1 
body, not the ſoul; further than the re- 
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twbrt them neceffarily obliges to. The 


real ſafety and welfare of the ſoul is effec- 


tually ſecured, notwithſtanding the ven- 


geance taken * our inventions on the 


dody. Conſider the foul abſtractedly 


from the body here, or as ſeparated from 
the body hereafter, and it abides intire- 
Iy ſecure ; and 10 ſhall the body alſo, 


2 alter the laſt reſurrection, in a | ſtate of 
immortalization. | | | 


III. The vengeance e e Gen is tempo- 


AY ral, not eternal; for a time, not for 


ever. Death and judgment break the 


bands, and take off the yoak from the 


_ 
1 


1 
as 


necks of all the godly, and puts a period 
to all their ſorrows and ſufferings for 
| evermore. But far otherwiſe is the caſe 
ot the wicked and unbelieving. Their 
bands are made ſtrong, and their bur- 


thens intollerable to eternity. Both their 


| fouls and bodies are ſwallowed up in the 


Þarning as well as bottom leſs lake of hery 
torments for err 
Let it not then be — Wb Wee 


3 dat Providence aſſigns us with Lazarus 
our evil things here. The diſciples; of 
- Chriſt ny go to "nw" crown With 
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the croſs upon their backs. And grieve 


not at it, as if thy lot was over hard. 
For as one oblcrien it is better to be pre- 
ſerved in . vinegar, than to rot in ſugar. 
The gall of adverſity oft yields a more | 
thriving foul than the honey of proſ- 


perity, For as faith. anether, ; where 
adverſity, kills its thouſands, Proſperity 
kills it ten thouſands. ., -- - 


Finally: Tis better that God anſwers 


us out of the ſecret places of thunder, 
and by terrible things in righteouſneſs, 


as David ſpeaks, than to be quite carried 

away by the overflowing | torrent of more 

ae an 8 not being anſwer- 
at a 


us our ſins, than with Ephraim to be 


let alone when joyn d to idols. Hoſea i 13. 
17. Tis better to be choſen of God in N 


the furnace of affliction, Iſaiah xlyiii. 10. 
than with Uzz1ab, in the very zenith 
of: property, to have our heatts lifted * 
: nen neben. 2s . ane Mie 
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which was the ſorrowtal caſe 
of king Saul, i. Sam. 28. 15. Tis bet · 9 
ter that God take vengeance of our a- 

ventions, and at the ſame time forgive 


— 


* The triumph "of Wers 57 6 Orice; 
. The third and laſt thing is; what God 
=p takes vehigeance upon; as to thoſe per- 
_- "ſons Wwhoſe fins he forgives, and whoſe 
prayers he anſwers.” Our text anſwers 
$4 Thou tookeſt e of their inventi- 
. 15 n 
God takes ven nce not of his hos 
perſons, 'but of 5 inventions; peop of 
their perſons, to the endangeting'of their 
Fouls, but of their inventions to the 
Ar mendment, and bettering of their lives, 
=o conſequence to the benefit of their 
"The ſeripture faith God made 
icht, but he found out many in- 
wt theſe are the inventions 


. FS 


8 
i that God takes vengeance of; inventions 
that defile us, and diſhonour God; that 
"deſtroy God's image in us, and enervate 
his authority over us; the tendency 
whereof i is to make void Kis relation to 
us, and annul his intereſt in us; inven- 
tions to ſet up other Gods belides the 
true God, at leaſt in our hearts; or to 
invent and/ſet up other ways of worſhip 
than he has appointed; and like the 
dee make void the commandments 
God * our em Aten N a more; 


invent 
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4 inventions that corrupt our morals, and 
vitiate our affections; that overthrow 
the authority of the holy ſcriptures and 
ſap the very foundations of the e dl 
Ko faith. Ho: 5 3 
7 How Ty but the moſt ſovereign. "2 
R and ri ghteous God, ſhould take vengeance 
£ | on thoſe and ſuc h like inventions? And 
if any of Gods own., people, - indulge 
« | themſelves to ſuch a degree of 'boldnefs, 
as to abandon themſelves; to any ſuch ſin- 
ful latitude ; ſure they cannot expect 
to do it with i impunity, while the great 
and holy O N E, that inhabits eternity, 
rules — world, by the almighty arm of 
his power; and has all things bare and 
naked before his all 1 — 5 eye; who 
charges his angels with folly, and the very 
heavens are not pure in_ his fight, Oh! 
how tremendous is the grace, „that there 
is forgiveneſs of fins with ſuch a God. 
that we who are comparatively worms 
and no men, may yet fear and ſerve him 
with acceptance, through a mediator, 
bleſſed be God for it, Jeſus Chriſt. 
Let none then under a notion of . 1 
God's people oed! to follow their .] 


Ah BY: 3 f inventions, 5 4 


| inventions; j * e. DHA ati finful i inven- 
tions, and be connived at, or indulged 
by him, whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire; 
While that remarkable text ſtands upon 
record in our bibles. Amos. iii. 2. You 
* enly have 1 known of all the: families of the 
"earth.  Therefare will T puniſh you for 
Your iniguities. God can be reconciled 
to the finner and yet take vengeance of 

the fin, He can reconcile himfelf to our 
; perſons through his ſorr, and yet proclaim | 
open war againſt our iniquities; to be let 
alone with Ephraim when joyn'd to idols, 
* Hoſea iv. 17. and given up to our own 
hearts luſts; as in Rom. i. 24. 2 5. is the 


=. "hi h road ito deſtruction. - 


And this brings me to the 4jplicition 
and therein ſhall, iſt. Accommodate the 
argument to the occaſion of it; and 2dly. 
cloſe with: ſome ſuitable inferences Term 
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. Concerning him Whole untimely 


| * ce has occafioned this -difcourſe. 1 
Vill begin with a ſhort account of bis 


Hife, and fo go on tho' ve briefly to his 
3 impriſonment, condemnat nd death. 


1 15 11s to his life- in 3 1 pretend not to 
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FI knowledge of it, as'to'givi b 


N 


particular account thereof; neither bare E 


any inclination to make mention of ought, 
but what may be ſome way or other in- 


— and beneficial to thoſe than hear 


And l firſt of all tis well known, that 


7 


y in knowledge 


bo His firſt ſetting} forth he was a Hope- | 
ful young man; beyond many; and 
promiſed great things, as to his being of 
ſome conſiderable eminence in religion; 
for zeal and à profietenc 
and the practice of ſeveral chriſtian duties, 
Be exceeded many of his companions a 
diligent hearer of the word; in reading 
frequent; and fervent in promoting 
chriſtian converſe, and in carrying on 


private meetings for prayer and for im- 


provement of gifts; wherein his abilixies 


are {ſaid not rg have been deſpiſcable. 
But not taking due care, (which Fear - 
is the fault of Anery to marry one in 
humour, and education; like himſelf, 
it proved, as many think, much "to his 35 
difadvantage in religious matters; he 

being of a temper not ſo able as ſome to 
bear contradiction, and ridicule, eſpeci- 
"oy" from ſo near a relation; which as is 


2: | - reported. 
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reported by ſome nat unworthy of credit, 
Was too liberally — rn him, Pity 
it is that a perſon of a ſober behaviour, 
and reputable family ſhould be ſuch a 


bigat to any name, or party, as to make 
their neareſt confort miſerable, and theme 
ſelves too, except they will proſtitute 
htheir conſcience to the humour or arhitra- 
will of them and their adviſers, Or 
Abele be continually harraſſed with 
reproach and ridicule, I know there are 
too many ſuch caſes in-the world. And 
Fit was not too much the caſe of the un- 
- bappy family I am ſpeaking of, I am 
-- wrong informed, and particularly by y per- 


1 ns. no ways related to the deceaſed, and 
=... therefore the leſs to be ſuſpected of being 


yaſt. Therefore tho the caſe is now 
paſt remedy, otherwiſe. than by the re- 
. pentance of thoſe it may concern; yet 
for the caution, and if it may be, preven- 
tion of the like miſtakeniſteps in others, 
is mention made hereof. in this place; 
us alſo to ſet matters in a true light with 


1 regard to the firſt riſe of thoſe differences, 


thich are at laſt, come to this unhappy 


\ of © ſus Nee ſhould it in this manners — 
45 been 
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been done by me, but for ſome motives 3 
| not to be expoſed to vulgar knowledge. 
vet 1 cannot diſmiſs it without obſerving 5 
to you what a pity it i is, that we cannot 
allow one another in our private families, 
the liberty of a different way of thinking, 
in what God and the government are ſo 
generovſly- indulgent / to us in, through 
the whole nation; without treating one 

another with ſo much ſpleen and ill nature. 
The Apoſtle allowed the Corinthian cbriſ- 
tians, to cohabit with their idelatrous 
huſbands, or wives; not knowing bat 
they might be the means of ſaving them. 
But ſurely then they muſt endeavour to 
oblige and win them by the pious charms | 
of peace, love and duty, according 
the ſtated rules of the chriſtian oeconomy; 


and not to treat them with almoſt couj- 


tinual affronts and abuſive language, 
vhen at any time they ſeem to vary from 


thoſe ſchemes, and ideas of things which | 


our OWN Wehe or education has inured, - 
* or accuſtomed us unto. But let ic heed + 


"ſerved further, that the caſe is very dif- 
ferent bet wixt a heatheniſh- idolater as 


at 3 and ſuch as * from us — 
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in a few externals, agreeing with us at 
85 the ſame time in all the fundamentals of 
the chtiſtian faith, and eſſentials of our 
holy religion; as thoſe muſt . needs do 
who have ſubſcribed to 34. of the 39 ar- 
ticles of the eſtabliſh'd church; as was 
the caſe we are now upon. And laſtly, 
had the variation or Ailent aboveſaid, 
led to bad company, or looſe practice 
of any kind, or had any other tendency 
to the loſs or prejudice of the family, t — 
might have been ſome pretence for ſuch 
clamoor and abuſe. But tis well known 
while the deceaſed purſued the 3 
meaſures in which he was ſo; much ppp 
- ſed, he was the per rfect reverſe to all 
05 irregularities $ very zealous in 
— — for a holy 
* and g partigulany. i in his own [perſonal 


5 conduct; ge — thoſe that were his in- 


timates, and thoſe that were his houſe- 
hold ſervants have aſſured me. But alas 
after he was unhin ged, his meaſures 
broke, and his ſpirits naturally but too 
hot, were exaſperated and caſt into an 
es err * get to ue of 45 
N 
Verling 
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verting his over burdened mind, and to 
give a more agreeable turn to his floating 
ar and too much diſtracted thoughts. He 
0 thereupon took on with hunters, ſhoot- 
r- ers and other merry companions, 
as NWhich —— drew + n to the 
7, Jale-houſes; and by degrees his troubles 
d, N wore off, his zeal for religion abated, land 
e his familiarity, and intereſt among his re- 
YIligious acquaintance inſenſibly began to 

e Ideeline ; and in à little time kevunk into + 
h Iche very dregs of idle and vain- converſa- 1 
n tion. And now here was occaſion more : 
5 Ethan enough for clamour and uneaſineſs at 

- home; and it was as little regarded by 
him. His heart no grew hard, his 
g conſcience ſilent, good advice loſt, . and 
al 


the word of God neglected and forgot; 5 
al and inſtead of theſe, his head was now 
frequently filled with ſtrong liquor, and 
his mouth with oaths, idle ſongs, or ob- 
ſccene and filthy diſcourſe; and when at 
any time he was a little ſober, and ſolitary, 
o his conſcience grew full of guilt, and 
n his heart of fears, and terrors. But now w- 
1 alaſs! He had got a ready, tho“ dange- 
6 rous way of relief. Away now he Went 
11 to 
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to his diverſions, to the ale - houſe, or to 
ſome. of his new aſſociates. This was 
now his common courſe, to the no ſmall 
grief of his wife and other relations, waſt- 
ing of his eſtate, and ruining his reputa- 


Oh !- unhappy caſe, unhappy in- 


ed, thus to turn aſide to crooked. ways, 


ahd to drive ſo furiouſly on therein; 
what could be expected from it? But that 


which unhappily followed upon it, viz. 


the breaking up of bis family, the ſurren- 
der aß his eſtate to pay his debts; and the 


expoſing of bimſelf — to ſin 
and temptation: and ſo far was he now 


from putting on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


that he made all poſſible proviſion for the 
fleſh, to fulfill tho luſts thereof, 2and:even 


_— to. work wickedneſs: with. greedineſs. But 

:tis no pleaſure to me to exaggerate here- 
upon, however it is to no other end, but 
that by his harms others may learn to be- 
ware, and carefully to — forbidden 
paths; for if God forbid the. path, we 
may be ſure there is danger in the Way; 
What elſe can ſabbath - break ing and the 

neglect of God's word and worſhiꝑ, pro- 
duce on the one band, and hone Amer. 
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ing, drunkeneſs, whoredom, and quar- 
relſome behaviour, on the other; can 
any thing leſs be expected than the draw- 
ing down upon us the hatred of God, 
the utter diſlike of good men, together 
with the worſt of Pa upon ourſelves, 
in both worlds. But ſome may ſay 
ſtolen waters are ſweet, and LOS — 5 
in ſecret is pleaſant; fin is very charm= _ 
ing, and has a pleaſing reliſh to the fleſh, 
Anſwer ; but had Zimri peace who flew 
his maſter ? Does. not God ſay there is no 
peace to the wicked? Had = deceaſed 
any peace in his exorbitant courſes even 
in his career, when at any time he was 
ſerious? No far otherwiſe | Oh! the 
deep. ſighs, and heart-renting groans, 
that at ſuch times he was obſerved. to 
abound with. What reſtleſs and weari- 
ſome nights did he often undergo as his 
mother = told me? But alats! when 
guilt and the ſenſe of his fins lay. heavieſt 
upon him, inſtead of melting down be- 
fore the Lord in a way of true repentance,” 
and falling at the foot of a compaſſionate 
God, thro' a dying Saviour, his unhappy 


way was to fall in among bis Profligate 
£2 3 if F com * 
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companions, and in a daring, carouſing ä 
way to ſtifle convictions, and ſtupify his 
conſcience, and in that ungodly manner 
to work off all fear of God and inward || | 
ſenſe of danger. But how pre poſterous 
4s this way of acting? As if a man ſhould |} | 
heap on coals to prevent the burning of || 
the fire; or to avoid yy ſhould I} | 
Jeap into the ſea. | 
How much better is it to fly youthful 
luſt, and to hate the very garments ſpot- 
ed by t the fleſh'? How good is Solomon's 
3 advice, Prov. iv. 14. 15. Enter not 
E Tnto the path of the wicked, and go not 
In the way of evil men. Avoid it, paſs i 
dot by it, turn from it, and paſs away. © 
Prov. i. eb I; ne entice Fs, en 2 
thou . 
But the time wouki fail t to Lüke notice 
of all the varieties of the more vitiated 
part of his life, together with the diffe- 
rent ſcenes of action, which either of 
nmeceſſity, or of choice, he was led into; 
With the different iſſues thence reſulting, 
till his laſt fatal cataſtrophy. Sometimes 
he was ſociable, and affable, and very 
. 3 Which Was 3 ea 
W at; 
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with his natural temper, if it had not ben 
vitiated. Sometimes too ſullen and me- 
lancholy, eſpecially when guilt and fear 
lay heavy upon him; but almoſt always 
unhappy in chuſing a wrong method of 
relief, by the uſe or rather abuſe of 
ſtrong drink, among rude and extrava - 


gant companions; and to maintain the 


exorbitancies of this courſe of life, he 
was but too forward of borrowing mo- 
ney of his relations and friends; but too 
regardleſs of, and careleſs about the re- 
funding or paying back of the ſame. 
Thus like Tfaiah's troubled ſca, Thich. 
vii. 20. He went on thro! manifold, 
toſſings, both of body and mind; ſome- 


times at home, ſometimes abroad; until 


the fatal accident happened which brought 
his ſorrowful exit, which we. now com- 
memorate. On which account I deſire 
your patience till I helefly, diſpatch three 
things. 

I. To give Gini. ſhort account- of - 
what befel him before his laſt iroprilons 
"OP © 13 + 


II. Concerning his. tepentance, Aud q = 
vas 2 2530 . F ; "WO 2H 701 1 
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III. His conduct after his condem- 


nation, both in Priſon, and at bis execu- 
tion. DE 


* To the TY It is oil 5 that 


upon his firſt apprehenſion he made his 
eſcape; and tho' ſome imagined he went 


not far from home, yet as himſelf has 


fince aſſured me, he went as far as Por#/- 
mouth, and entred himſelf there on 
board a man of war called the Victory, o 


board which Sir Jobn Norris had boited | 


the royal flag; Prince Wilkam, Duke of 
Cumberland, being on board alſo at the 
fame time. In this fituation he faid he 
carried himſelf ſo well, that he reſently 


gain'd the reſpe& of his maſters, and 


was by them intrafted with- the ſtrong 
beer and other liquors; which opportu- 
nity had he n + ere to the 


. Prince's. favour, have very 


probably 
paved a way for his "gy Ately but 


; ; | a being too dilatory, On that account, orders 
came preſently down from the board ef 


3 Admiralty for Sir Jobn Norris to put 


to ſea with the fleet on the intended ex- 


en. —— all things being 
F 5 
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work their way forward. But the 


or a BranD Pluckt out of the Fire: 6 4 


preſently put in order, the whole fleet 
was quickly under ſail, with a fair wind. 
But before they got clear off the coaſt, 

the wind tackt about, and the ſtorm 


grew ſo high, and the ſea ſo rough, that 


it was judged beſt and ſafeſt, to — back 
again into the harbour. And then I pre- 
ſume it was that the Lyon man of war, 
drove foul on the Victory; which he told 
me was very ſhocking; and, but that both 
the Prince and Sir. Fobn acted with an 
uncommon preſence. of mind on, that 
occaſion, it might have had much worſe 
conſequence. 5 

After this the fleet ſet ail a ſecond time, 
with a fair wind, defigning if poſſible. to. 


again turning, and the ſtorms. ariſing 289 
before, or rather with greater Violence; 


the admiral having Sark conſulted \ 


with the proper officers of the fleet, 
thou ght it moſt requiſite to, return 
to their proper rendezvous. But ob= 


ſerve how theſe matters, wrought, with  _ I 
our. afflicted. criminal. His conſcience +: 


ſmote_him all this while; and it Was 
. pen his thoughts, with no ſmall 


. 3 | terror, 
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terror, that he was the Jonah, that did 
trouble the fleet, and that it was for his 
" ſake, that the whole fleet miſearried. 
Methinks I fee with what concern and- 
agitation of mind, he told me of this 
matter. It was eaſy to perceive it was 
no fictitious pretence, but really the ſen- 
timent of his moſt ſerious thoughts. O 
9 — dreadful a thing is it, to be loaded 
with guilt. Who can fly from a wound- 
ed conſcience ? a wounded. ſpirit, faith 
Solomon, who can bear? 

But methinks, ſome one may be defi 
rous to know how the deceaſed bore up 
under fuch preſſures. The anſwer is, I 
aſlet him about it, and he told me, that 
when the fleet was returned to Spithead, 
de defired of his maſters leave to go on 
more, a little while for his refreſhment ; 
which was allow'd him, on condition 
he would return in time to ſerve them 
with beer in the evening. Accordingly 
" being got on ſhore; he fell to his old 
method of drinking cares away, and re- 
moving the trouble of his mind by ſtu- 


22 


pifying his ſenſes with ftrong drink, and 
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thod; for inſtead of removing the malas 
ly increaſes it. ig. like ad- 
ding fuel to the fifez or to pay off an 
old ſcore by adding another, and the 
latter the ester, | 
But thus it was; and in about , New 
he returned on ſhipboard, but his maſ- 
ters told him they had got another hand, 
and had no further occaſion for him. 


Whereupon he returned again to this 
country; and by what fatal adviee we 
know not, out of a fond opinion that 


there would be no proſecution againſt 
him, he was perſuaded to ſurrender him- 


ſelf a priſoner, and take his tryal at 
Lancaſter the next aſſizes, and ſecure his. 
eſtate by preventing an outlawry that 
was ſuing out againſt him, as one that 
was fled from juſtice. But enough of 
this. The ſequel was; to prifon at Lan- 
caſter he went; the tryal came on; and 
a vehement proſecution appeared to 2 
carried: on againſt him, which iflied'in- 
his condemnation, Learn hence "the © 


danger of an ill. gro nded confidenee, 


vhich has occaſioned- multitudes to ſplit 
— the rock of vain preſumption. 
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Hereupon tis eaſy. to imagine what a 
ſurprizing diſappointment it muſt be to 
him, when he looked for nothing but a 
general concurrence of all things in or- 
der to his acquitment; inſtead thereof 
he found every thing go againſt him. 
The application of his friends in his fa- 
vour proved feeble and ineffectual, and 
iffued rather to his prejudice than relief; 
while on the other hand the efforts of | 
his adverſaries appeared harmonious, and 
forcible, and at once bore down all hopes 
of his deliverance, which, afterwards, was 
| BW made of good uſe to him, to let him ſee 
| the vanity of all human dependencies, and 
how little is to be expected from the 
beſt concerted meaſures, when the hand 
of God is gone out againſt us. 
And now the melancholy ſcene was 
opened. Approsching death threw off 
. it's vizard, and began to appear bare-fa- 
} g&ed; and now fin the parent of death, 
and ſpring-head of all his ſorrows, began 
to return upon his thoughts; a. concern It 
for bis ſoul, which before this time were 
tranſient and fluctuating, began now 
» A ad. grow more real, and folid ; 
V 1 | 
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yet I cannot omit to note, one malig»: 
nant attempt of the enemy at this time, 
which was to induce and prompt him 
on to famiſh and ſtarve himſelf; inſi- 

nuating that as exceſs in ſtrong drink: 
had been a continual ſnare to him, and 
a chief means of his infatuation. and ma- 
nifold misfortunes, ſo the likelieſt way 
to atone for former folly was to deny: 
himſelf and mortifie the fleſh by en- 
traordinary abſtemiouſneſs, or 1 
an extraordinary faſt upon. himſelf, even: 
to a total ſe of: natural food. 80 
pleaſing was this da = 
to — that he was preſe 

come to a full reſolution ä — and 
agrandize himſelf, by totally farbearing 
the uſe of natural food, as a voluntary: 
penance impoſed upon himſelf; and if 
thereby he ſhould ſacrifice his life, it 
would not only ſhew. him to-be a man 
of reſolution and fortitude, but be lets. 


. „ . A 
s inſmuation 2 
1 r 3 | 


reproachfyl to him and his friends, than 
to make his laſt exit at the gallows; not 


conſidering the advantage the enemy 4 
would hereby gain over 18 both in 1 
9 down the guilt of ſelf· murder 
upon 
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upon him in regard of the body, and 
alſo in bringing iure and certain damna- 
tion upon his immortal ſoul, by depriv- 
ing him of the means of grace, and ef- 
fectually rendring. it impoſſible for him 
to repent and turn to God through faith 
in his Son, in or during the day of 
|. Face; "which. awasc certainly the malig- 
nant deſign of the wicked one, in this 
| Pernicious and dangerous temptation. 
And as himſelf told me, it was 2 or 3 
= days before he could be perſuaded; to 
take any due relief; nor had he done it 
with any freedom when 1 firſt came to 
him in the priſon. * 
But it muſt be confeſt it was a 88 
| happineſs to him, that he came under the 
pious and diligent care of the Revd. Dr. 
| Os who ſhewed a ſingular concern 
for him, and was no leſs aſſiſting to him 
from the paſſing the ſentence upon him, 
to the time of his execution; which af- 
ter 1 underſtood, it made me the more 
wonder upon what motives, or by what 
Wp inducements, + was ſent for. But ſo it 
was: Nothing could ſatisfy him wüh-⸗ 
out gnifyivg to his parents by a ens 
£7; | 18 
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his earneſt defire that they would en dea- 


vour to prevail with me to come and at- 
tend him, with what expedition might 


be, in his preſent dolorous condition; 


font he could with maſt”) freedom open | 
his heart to me, and beſt to his ſatisfac- 


tion receive inſtruction from me; by 
laying open his dying thoughts, and ſur- 


rendring his departing ſoul into the 
hands of the great redeemer of men, who 


alone was able to forgive his ſins, and 
notwithſtanding his execrable violences, 


crown him with immortality and eter- 


nal life. 


Accordingly his affectionate parents 


made a very preſſing application tome 


that notwithſtanding my advanced age, 


diſtance of place, or frequent labours, 
I would for this once endeavour to dif. 
pence / with all; and not only for their 


ſakes, but chiefly out of a tender regard 2 "oY 


to their diſconſolate ſon, as a dying r 


I would do this; and the rather as he - = 
expreſt ſuch a deſire. to ſee me, they the 
more ardently intreated me not to fail in 
going to ſee him, and to aſſiſt and com- 


Nis him in the beſt manner I could, * 
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by any means he might obtain mercy ; 
that the hard lot he had met with in the 
wilderneſs of this world, might at laſt 
terminate in an everlaſting inheritance in 
the heavenly Canaan of e and reſt 


a With God above in 
IiIẽs true at firſt 1 "LATE an . in 


my mind hereunto, ariſing partly from a 
ſenſe of my own inſufficiency, and part- 
dy from an-apprehenfion that my labour 
would be in vain; for I little. expected to 
find him in ſuch an humble, penitent 
frame, as thro* boundleſs mercy I happily 


did. But after more mature conſideration, 


backt with the importunity of ſome 
Friendly and well. diſpoſed neighbours, 
"Formerly bis acquaintance, — feemed 
to have much greater expectations _ 
the "iſſue, than I could any ways co 
_ <eive of it; I was prevail'd with, tho A 
miles diſtance to undertake the j journey. 
ly committing myſelf and the 
Whole affair to God, I prepared myſelf 
for it. And upon a —— that 1 
hond find him in the low Jail, where 
I could expect no due convenience for 
ſuch ſervices and diſcourſes, as the caſe 
ä would 
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would neceſſarily require, 11 inſtantly | 
ec drew up in writing what ſeemed: to me 
| emis; in the — vrhichw ould at 
in leaſt expedite m y deſigned work, and 
it alſo facilitate 2 attainment of my pro- 
poſed end. And thro! mercy I Was not 
in herein difappointed, for altho when L 
a came to him I found him much better 
t- | acommodated with a convenient room in 
ur the day-time, and other civilities, (1 
ſpealc ĩt to the honour of the priſon, ; and 
nt | more eſp of chem that govern it,) 
ly far beyond what L expected. RN 
Tet it being pretty late when I firſt 
came to him, after a little diſcourſe I 
left him, leaving with him the paper 
which I Rad prepared, deſiring him to 
read and ſeriouſly conſider it, and I 
would: ſee him again the next morning. 
Next morning being come togethen 
he firſt gave me many thanks for com- 
ing to ſee:and aſſiſt ti in his _—_ *_ 
diſconſolate condit iom. l / told him was. 
very eee cate, and! 
that he had had — 
future ſtate, than e e -hns-ifime, 
Es” Was, ous 
3893 G „ manner 
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now it appear'd he had done. Hereupon 

at firſt he began to complain of, and re- 
flect upon certain perſons, that had been 
27 2 of chim, and witneſſes againſt 

him: Whereupon d told him, that I was 
not come to recognize the matter or 
manner of his tryal, or re- examine the 
proceſs that had been carried on againſt 
him. The iſſue was fixed, and ſentence 
paſt; and nom I could look on him no 
btherwiſe tham asa dying man, that had 
but a very few days tollive; and there- 
fore it was how, both his ſpecial and im- 
mediate duty to repent from the heart, 
of all his heinous offences, that had been 
ſſo notorious, as thus to expoſe him to all 


the world, in ſo publick and ignomini= 


ous a manner; and in the moſt humble 
manner to apply himſelf to the God of 
all grace, for peace and pardon, thro' Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. This gentle repre- 
vonſſon and advice, he OOk eryiokindly, 
and told me I ſhould hear no more from 
—— erg ſuch complaints; being very 
ſenſible that ſincere repentance. was his 
Augheſt l concem, 1 
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that the main reaſon of his ſending for 


me, was to be directed and aſſiſted there- 
im But ſaid he (with a flow of tears) 


where does it appear, that ever ſo great a 
finner, has been known to n hag a8 
to obtain mercy. | | 

I anſwered yes, Manaſſeh was a 
idolater; and made his children . — 0 
the fire to. Moloch; a ſuperſtitious ob- 
ſerver: of times, ufd inchantments and 


witchcraft, and dealt with familiar ſpiz 


rits, that is in plain engliſh converſed 
with Devils, defiled God's holy temple y 
and worſhip with his own inventions, 
and made the inhabitants of Fugah/ and 

Jeruſalem to do worſe than the heathen; J 
Fee God had caſt out before them 
to all which was added the contempt. „ 
God's word, ii. Ghron;xxxiii. 10. Now 
though it is too apparent you have been 4 


ſinner of the firſt rank, yet cannot your 5 


ſins be ſuppoſed to be greater than Ma-. 
eb's, He replyed I have not muck - 


4 


taken notice of thoſe paſſages; but this 
character of him looks black; and did 
he after all this repent and obtain God's 
mercy and pardon! for fo great enden MY 
COIs 5 . T2 5 ans 


75 We triumph of Sovereign Grace, 

I anſwered yes; ſee ii. Cron. xxxiii. 4. 
12. 13. | God chaſtiſed him ſeverely by 
che ſword of the king of Afyria ;. and 
oben he was in ofliflion he beſought the 
Tord bis God, and humbled himſelf great- 
9. and prayed unto him, and he was in- 

treated of Lim, and brought again to Je- 
ruſalem. 2 ben Manaſſeb knew, that the 
Tord, be was God, Surely ſuch a pre- 
redent deſerves both your obſervat ion 
and! imitation. 

And in particular I would from hence 
Shins: ;you-! obſerve. I. That 4 great 
nner may repent. by the grace of God, 
II. God forpetimes draws ſinners to re- 
pentance with bands of love, and ſome- 
times dave them with the rod of cor- 
The latter was Manaſſeb's caſe, 
_ God grant it may now be yours al ſo. 
For as one obſerves, if love and mercy 
will not reclaim us, judgment and the 
hammer muſt. They that have refuſed 
to turn to the Lord in the roſy path of 
mercy, may be glad if he will receive 


them in the thorny path of correction. 


Precidus grace can either way bring a 


Lane to Chi, and by him to Ak. 
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ther of mercies. Alaſs! is not your cafe 
much the ſame with Manaſſeb's? God a 
long time waited upon you, to be gra- 
cious to you; while you. like Jeſbus un 
kicked againſt him, and run away after 
your lovers. But now he has hedged up 


your way with thorns, that you cannot 


overtake them. He has brought you 
into the wildei neſs; and there he is now 
pleading with you. Humble yourſelf 
therefore under his mighty hand. Who 
knows but that he may yet leave a bleſſ- 
ing behind him? He has reſerved gifts 
for the rebellious; put in your claim for 
a- portion I intreat you, but let it be in 
the profoundeſt humility. Who knows 
but that the Lord may. be pleaſed to 
chuſe you in this furnace of affliction; 
and give you this valley of Acbor, or 
trouble for a door of hope? 1/atah xlvin 
10; Jos. vii. 26. And if God ſhall pleaſe 
to deliver your ſoul from death, and bring 
you forth of this horrible pit, and ſet 
your feet upon the rock, againſt. which 


the gates of hell cannot prevail, a new 5 


ſong may yet be put into your 
poll which though yan may not 
—_ 2: > have. 
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| have opportunity to ſet forth to his praiſe 


with good David on earth, yet when 


ſuch a ſong of the Lamb will well become 


„ Ling tears flowed into. his. eyes, 
W with uncommon concern, and ten- 
derneſs, he confeſſed that tho? his ſorrow 


was, and his ſuffering in a little while 


Was like to be, very great, yet it was but 


his defert;. the fruit of his irregular and 
exorbitant life. For tho* he was far 


> from ſubſcribing to every thing com- 


* 


mon fame had laid to his charge, yet 
ba had ſuch a real ſenſe of his innume- 
table provocations againſt God, and 
F heinous load of guilt, that lay upon his 
F _ conſcience on that account, that had he 
tten thouſand worlds, he ſhould look up- 


on them as ſo many trifles, compar'd 


1 | rg the invaluable mercy of having all 


doned, and the a 


ow 15 _ or ever blotted out; and would 


| | God be pleaſed in any way, either roſey, 
or thornz, to bring him to himſelf, it 
| would be 1 3 deed, as life from _ 
„ | dea > 


you come to the palm-bearing company, 


= Naunt- Sion triumph above 1 in Slo- 
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That the ſentence * the law of the na- 


| eaſily be demonſtrated. To which he 
| Barg and apr alfe@ionately ann, 1 


een ES we 
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dead. In the valley of Achor, I am in 
ſome ſort like , ho Achan. Should, 
God indeed give me my vineyards from. 
thence, and make it.a door of hope un- 
to me, on account of life everlaſting ; Nenn 
wou'd J call the bleſſed Jeſas no more 
Baali, but he ſhou'd. be my dear Ts 
for evermore Hoſe. ii. 15, 16. 

To which I told him, ſuch: an Its, . 
Ga a huſband would religve, and en- 
rich him for ever. But aecerding te. 


Rom. vii. 4. Except he was firk; Gerd to 
the law, eng not be married to and» 


ther. Except it be thus, you are under 
a double condemnation. Vour body 
alafs for you ! is under condemnation by 

the law of aw e and We your 
body and foul are under eternal condeaty 
nation by the righteous law ef Gad. 


tion ſhould be reverſed I can conceive no 


hopes; but that the ſentence of e 1 
of God may be reverſed, and yo 


deemed from the curſe, I thick. gs 5 


; 8 31 12 


8 | | 1 pra 
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pray you ww me now that demonſtrati- 
; ON. : : ; 


Well then faid I mind the words bt 
I juſt now quoted. Rom. vii. 4. Te 


are dead to the law, or divorced from 
it by the body of Chriſt. Note this, by 


the body of Chriſt; becauſe the body of 


Chriſt is ” ſubſtituted and put in our law 
place. The wiſdom of God ordering, 
and his juſtice requiring, that the ſame 
nature that ſinned ſhould yield fatisfac- 
tion; the fame nature that. contracted 
the debt ſhould procure the diſcharge, 
by paying the debt and cancelling the ob- 
ligation. The human nature had ſinned 


and contracted the debt, but the human 
nature in us, or as it was. ours, could 


yield no ſatisfaction, make no payment; 


therefore Chriſt comes in and by a new 


and ſecond covenant as our ſurety and 
federal head, and becomes bound to his 
father on our behalf, to aſſume our na- 
ture, and bear our un! in his own body. 
* Per. ii. 24. 1fiahliii. 6. And at the 


ſame time by his active obedience, in the 
days of his fleſh, to- anſwer the demands 
| of he law, and * his paſſive obedience 
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at his death, to ſatisfy juſtice in our 
room and ſtead. Thus he du mee 
for Hs, wwbo knew. no fin ; that ae n ght be 
made the. righteouſneſs of God in ae 55 
Cor. g. ult. whereby be puts an end 10 fn, 
and niſhes tranſgreſſion, and brings in 1 
everlaſting righteouſneſs Dan. ix. 24. Fer, 
li. 10. Thus when the ſurety or tr 
man pays the debt, the debtor, is di- 
char chargod's and thus we are freed, from, 
to the law, by the body of 


Om. 


Chriſt; and this our freedom 
law, and by conſequence from the curſe 
or malediction thereof, is " ratified, and 
confirmed by our being een to ano- 
ther, even to jeſus Chriſt; even to him 
whom God hath raiſed from the dead. 
And what is our being married.to him, 
bot out / being united to him by faith in a 
new covenant way; being before dead 
accurfed and undone. This therefore is 
what I would bring it to, even to direct 
and urge you as a poor condemned, undone 
ſinner, to come in the profoundeſt hu- 
mility to Jeſus Chriſt. Proſtrating your 
ſelf before him, caſt your care upon 


wy, and e your ſoul into his 
tender, 


87 e him off ae y Grace, 


tender. and compaſſionate arms. Repoſe 
our whole truſt in his merits, and the 
*heavenly father's mercy, truſting in his 
faithful ib and the ſure everlaſting 
covenant, of which he is * mediatoi. 
4 Sam. xxii. 5. Heb. viii. 6. 
Hereunto he very . replyed, I 
am very glad to hear fo elear an account 
of theſe foundation points: Methinks 
[they comfort'my mind not a little, and 
are unto. me as a ſhining light, amid 
"thoſe clouds of diſtractions, which on 
each hand ſurround me and ſeem not a 
[Bttle to encourage my repentance, and 


natufally lead me to the mercy ſeat! of the En 


| "aAliniphty father, and to the meritorious 
jon of His eternab ſon, for deliverance 


. = From fin and the hw; 110 that were my 


<cafe common, L could even run with the 
utmoſt pleaſure to Chriſt, and to heaven 
by him. But admit that as bad as T have 
repented and found pardon, yr alaſs ! [ 

have no time to repent. Oh! tis a 
great work | Little did 1 think hereto- 
fore that repentance- Had been a work of 
uch weight and difficulty, as I now find 
# to 2 Oh! * would In now give 
for 


and I hope I ſhall, not, ſo as not to; make: 
z ſerious uſe andi improvement of it, Bur 
as to the ſhortnels of his time, 


Vith you, of What their fins and ff 


ß . 


5 


fr BRD t, off the Fire ” Ps 
ra ear, nah a months time to repent, 


„ and form my thoughts, and the! dis- 
volitions' of my ſoul. for heaven. But 
bree days alaſs |; hut three days! Oh! c 
a0 great. a works, and how littie time 
ave-I now/ before me. ben — . 
wept and wrung his hands, crying Ohm 
out! my ꝓoor ſoul ! What, danger art, 
hou ing. Nass alas! What: will be» 
of thee three days ae HN What 
comet — 21107 Of 1 . 8 
Renin, my: iheart bled ore im. , 1 
oght . I con'd. neyer — haf, 1 
en "aw. in him, and heard from him; 


m ,mage 
mithis reply my „ am 
ieartl 2 concemed- for you, al G: 0 as | 
_ ſympathize. with you, and waſh & 
your carouſing companions, and all tha 
pullants/ of the day; had.,but;,a, due fol WP 


will bring, them to, except rep 
in time. And for. your part, I hleſs GG “h 
Lom my heart, that has opened, your 

eyes, before, watts Dives you Lin t | 
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etiough to Lodge Him in pied en ht; 
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oh, nd you ate a Wake. 


and trut l, chat makes 2 


bootſt di 
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opnt of your ms) And Je for! par- 


decade at hd Fxcistis Hanes, co 
g alone 3 divert 6f e Lord 

. land be like toy Dodd; give'ns 
5 ren nor flunbber 


35 N vou 


77 ²˙ A as 04; a . ²˙dũ—Ä 


91 280 yout 
eyed 186! elk 50 Rwe Found/out & per 
for che Bord in ybur boſem, an babitition 

eee God of Jacob. TLdbubt 5 


A ack ²˙ c ͤ ˙vu3unx . des ac 0% i eos. tos. ai 


Il 


As | 
to the Lord, who has ſtood long at your 


removed. 


he will not deſpiſe. | 


4 


ere Bu AND Pheckt aut o the Dies 8 | 
> path, 0 conſecfate your heart How 


door knocking, and I hope he is not yet 
Open the door to him, with a 
wart heart; and I doubt not but you 
win find him ready to come in to you, 
and ſup with you, and you with him. 5 
But tho' I fear you have but poor enter- 


tainment for him, yet if you give him but 


your heart, a humble, and broken heart, 


He readily replyed ; che tief upon the 
croſs met with mercy indeed, and a 


nomſuch opportunity, to be both lite 


je and firitwally crucified with Chriſt 
at the ſame time. Beſides tis no won. - 
der that Chrift upon the-crofs ſhould be 


| hottoured with the converſion of a ſinner. 


While the price of redemption was paid 
down, no wonder ſuch a blefled ſpeci» 
men was {ct forth to declare the efficacy 
and validity of the purchaſe. © But poor 


worthleſs I, hitherto every way 'unfor= ; 
| tunate, am ſo bowed down under the 
| profpect and weight of my own vileneſs 


that I cannot look up. Surely I am the 
WA 10 3 H Tublicagy * 
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7 Bs The triumph af ie Gy "1 
= P 1blican's ſecond, not worthy to Ut u up 
mine eyes to heaven; and moſt heartily 
can 1 ſay with him Lord, yea'the Lord 
that has choſen Jeruſalem, have mercy 


3 upon me. And whereas you tell me of 


his ſtanding at my door and knocking, 
it adds bitterneſs to my gall, to think So 
like I have been to the deaf Adder, that 
would not hear the voice of ſuch a charmer, 
as he is repreſented, Cant. v. 2. Oh! 
how. it grieves me to think how I have 
Dighted him, and prefer'd not only vain, 
5 baſe, yea very baſe, both things and 
practices, e him and his amiable 
Ways. Again you tell me that God 
giyes me time to repent, tho I have now 
alaſs ! cut it ſhort by my own inventi- 
ons. -T know... it is Io; and J bleſs, his 
name for time. But my ſins are not 
only many, but 8 great and 
beniouſly aggravated, even to the expo- 
ſing me to the ſeverities of the laws of 


| 2 men. g And i is it poſſible there ſhould be 


any bowels of compaſſion with him whoſe 

| eyes. are as a flame of fire, for ſuch a 

wretch fs me : + e have MOT: nd | 
= 0 m. ,, Som 1 1 55 
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Alaſs, alaſs, for you! faid I. L am in pain 


for you ; yet ill comforted in this, that ! 
firmly beſieve that he who has begun this 


good work, will perfect i it; he has woun- 


ded you and will heal you; he hath | 


broken you, and will bind you up. 
As to the greatneſs of your {ins I confeſs 
| they are heinous; but yet they exceed 
not the caſe of David, in his adultery 
with Bathſheba and murder of "Uriah; 
For the former I doubt you are not be- 
hind with him; but as to his killing of 


Uriah, the act in him was premeditate® ; 7 


and carried on by policy; and delib 


ted contrivance which 1 ſappoſe was i 
far from your caſe; tho' God knows Ss 124 - 


was deſperate enough; but J hope not 
premeditated. David's act Was Wie 
provocation from the innocent Uiab; 


but you aſſure me it was far otherwiſe in 


your cafe; which yet T ſpeak not to ex- 
tenuate your crime or leſſen your guilt, 


but to ſhew, that as David, notwith-⸗ 


ſtanding the heniouſneſs of his) offence,” 
and the high aggravations of it, found 
mercy upon his unfeigned * repentance 3 
8 9 5 ſhall you; if in like man- 
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ner you apy ly yourſelf to the Father of 
; __ nercies, thro' Chriſt our alone media- 
= ,. oj In ſhort, this is no caſe to dally i in; 
ner is there any time to heſitate. Re- 
ſolve upon he matter; and as ſoon! as 
company 1s withdrawn, retire . yourtelf 
in the beſt manner you can, and fall 
down before the Lord in the deepeſt hu- 
mility and ſelf abaſgyent, and more and 
more confeſs your ſins, and pour out 

your very heart in ſincere and godly con. 
trition for them; and accordingly in- 

5 treat the father of mercies to forgive and 
| - Pardon you in every thing, in the name 
EF and for the ſake of his dear and only Son, 
according to thoſe infinite bowels of ten- 
1 whieh moved him to give 
- His Son, and the Son to give himſelf, 1 25 | 
the redemption of ſuch billions ones as 
A you have been. And remember, for your 
Incouragement, the almoſt innumerable 
2 _  PFOMMICS that God has every where diſ- 
petſed thro? his word, for 50 ſupport and 
comfort of poor penitent ſinners, in their 
urg unto him; whereby he has en- 
 gaged himſelf to receive and relieve them 
chat truly feck unto W N Are 


Chriſt, according. to that admirable text 


i. Epiſtle of Fobn i. 9. If we confe efs; ot 
Int, be is faithful and juſt to forgive us. 


our fins. See how God has engaged him- 


ſell in juſtice and fairhfolneſs to forgive 


yon, and to cleanſe you by the blood X; 
his Son, in juſtifying you, and by t 


grace of his holy ſpirit in ſanctifying you 5 


all which he wrought out for, and unto 


the thief on the croſs in one day, vz f 
that remarkable day Which was, both, IS 
day of his crucifixion and of his S 


fond And he will, do no leſs for. vou, 
notwithſtanding the ſhortneſs of your 


time, if you repent ſincerely. Thus I 
left "Oni with a heart full of concern for | 


him; and not a little did I wreſtle with 


God on his behalf that night. When F AY 
Ifound } 
theſe diſcourſes had had a — effect | 


came to him again next morning: 


upon him; that he had be warmly 
engaged at the throne! of grace ſor par- 


don and eternal life; and that he began | 
to have ſame buddings of hope in God's 


© mercy. And methought he ſpdl 8 


er a BRAND Plucꝶt out of the Fire. 88 
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Chriſt with a greater air of of chéπW- · t,; 
neſt than I had apleryed before. Ne K 
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5 - Whereupo! n, by mutual agreement, 
* Lhe firſt returned cal ſolemn e to 
Gad for his ineſtimable favour; and by 
earneſt ptayer, ſollicited the throne of his 
heavenly grace, to direct, aſſiſt, and bleſs 
us that day; alſo for our mutual com- 
fort, and more b. Fi for his further 
C ſtabliſhment and illumination in the 
things which ſo immediately, as well 
| - as eminently, belong unto his peace. Af- 
| ter which he began to ſay he found him- 
faf much like to the unh appy Iſraelites, 
that fled for refuge to ol cities God 
bad graciouſly ſet apart for their ſafety, 
_ from the avenger of blood; where being 
„once arrived, and remaining, they abode 
| fecure from fature danger, But, ſaid he, 
I peak not in regard of my Body, which 
JE already, God knows, is dead in law, but 
nin regard of my invaluable. foul ; for if 
b that be ſafe, I know that my body at the 
a reforreQion, ſhall in every ſenſe be 
delivered from the bonday ge of corruptis 
on, into the Blotioos conn < of the Sons | 
of God: i © 
LOS lack I replyed, your dizourts 
Bb to my mind, —_ vi. 18. That 


by 


ar 4 BRAND pluckt aut of tbe Fire. 90 
by too immutable things, in which 5 a 
impoſſible for God to he, we might baue 4 
ſtrong conſolation, who baue fied þ hi ES 
fuge to lay hold upon the hope ſe before us. = 
Ne it is evident, that the two 8 1 
ble things, wherein it was impaſſible f | 
God to lye, are the promiſe of 98 884 
Abrabam, concerning the ſeed in which 
all nations of the earth were to be bleſ- 
ſed, and the oath of God whereby that 
ptomiſe was confirmed; when becauſe 
he cou d ſwear by no greater, be ſwore 
by himſelf. Theſe two, the promaſe and 
the oath: of Gad, are both immutable, 
which in plain terms, is God's promiſe f 
Chriſt, and Salvation by him, to allrue 
penitents, that are enabled by | grace. to WM 
believe on Chriſt, according to the doc.. 
trine of the goſpel, which Bair God 3 
has ſworn by Eimſelf to — 16-4 1 
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both theſe appears Gods infinite condey : 
ſcention and == to the heirs of ey - 


that they might have ſtrong cor 
And theſe heirs of promiſe are 

known by this, that they flee for refuge 
to lay hold of this hope of. ſalvation by 
Gul. who * * them by. 8 
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vr The thus of Sovereign Grace, 


goſpel. Let me perſuade you this mo- 


ment to fly for refuge; to lay hold of 


this hope of the goſpel, which is Chriſt 
and ſal vation by him. Here you may be 
ſafe ſrom all avengers whatſoever, This 
is Solomon's ſtrong tow-er, into which the 


righteous run and are fafe.. Proverbs 
xviii. 10. This hope we have as an an- 


chor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt; 

and which entereth into that within ihe 
vail, This is David's everlaſting cove- 
nant, ordered in all things and ſure, Which 


Was all his deſire, and all his Gbeation. 


2. Sam. XXiu 5. For the Lord's ſake, and 
for your ſoul's fake, let it be yours allo. 
Hereupon with a modeſt ſmile, he re- 


5 Mrd this anſwer. You Fre almoſt 


— me thus to fly for refuge. I have 


nged for a ſafe ſanctuary, at times, this 
Koop while. Bat ſtill my thoughts have 


weed upon this, Ain er ſhall I fly? 


This noble ſcripture, which I confeſs I 
: never confider'd, nor underſtood; ſo well 


fore, plainly tells me, both whither, 


i for what, I ſhall fly, and che end- 


leſs comfort and ſafety that ſhall- follow 


"I 
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me, as to. anſwer theſe few queſtions, 
Suppoſing me to be really ſenſible of, and 
truly ſorry for my ſins (Which I am if I 
underſtand my own heart ) and as to faith 
in - Chriſt, if I do not believe, I can ſin- 
cerely fay, I deſire in the bottom 'of my 
heart ſo to do; nay more, I had rather 
have Chriſt this a thouſand worlds ;' now 
hereupon I query; I T fly for refuge, 
as this ſcripture Arete „is there an 

door before me? Anſwer, yes. Query ad. 
Will Chriſt receive me? Anſwer, yes. 
Aud will the beauenly Father ſmile upon 
meand be reconciled to me? Anſwer, yes. 
125 firſt anſwer is grounded upon Rev. 
iii. 8. Behold I ſet Tee thee an apen 
door, 8 90 man can ſhut it. The ſecond 
is grounded ypon Jobn vi. 37. He that 
cometh to me, I will in ns m_ 'caſt- aul. 
And the third on 2. Cor. v. 19. God 
in Chriſt reconciling the as 10 himſel, We 
&cc. Whereupon he then anſwer'd, B 

the grace of God, T am determined to 4 
for refuge to the hope ſet before me; and 
as Queen Eſther ſaid, I Iperiſb Iperiſp 
or with the lepers at the gate of Samaria, 


1. hd Jon's as, We Mail live; if they bil 
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93 be triumph / "YR on Grace: | 


ag, ide can but die. And fain would 5 
fay with Fob ; If he kill me, yet will I 
truſts in him. But how difficult a thing 
is it, to truſt in time of difficulty Th: 
danger, But Oh f may I venture to ſay, 
with the man in the goſpel; T7 believe; 
Lord help my unbelief, 


Hereto I anſwered; Be not fearful 5 


but believing. - Though'you walk in dar h- 
"neſs and have no gb, yet truſt. in the 
name of the Lord, and 3854 your ſelf upon 
your God. Ilaiah l. 10 O how good is 


that word, now. 18. or accepted tame, 
Vet with you 1 it is ſtintecd. Tis now 


within the compaſs of two natural days 
that you muſt be accepted, or otherwiſe 


he that is filthy muſt be filthy ſtill. Oh! 


bow much depends upon this inch of 
time. Well may it be called precious 
time. Let me therefore beg of you now, 


even now, to kiſs the ſon; elſe holy Da- 


vid ſhews you that the Son will 4 an- 
55 and his anger when thus lighted, 

+ burning anger, even to the loweſt 
Hell. See 2d. P/alm 12th. verſe; which 
Words preſs upon you another motive to 


b- . * for if you do not kiſs the Wb 
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chat is believe on the Son, he will be an- 


gry. And would you ruin yourſelf to 


grieve him, ſee the 7th. P/alm: xi. 18s 


God is angry with the wicked every day. 
Why is;he angry? Becauſe they turn not; 


that is becauſe they believe not; | there» 
fore it follows, i be turn not be with wet 
bis ſword. And what will follow then, 


ſee in Deut. xxxii. 41, Chriſt is Io far 
from being back ward to receive you 
when you come to him, that he will be 
angry if you do not come. If you turn 
not he will wet his ſword, yea Aich Mo- 


ſes his glittering ſword; and his hand 


will. take hold on vengeance. You will 


alſo vex and grieve his holy ſpirit; nay 


more, it is accounted deſpite done to the 
ſpirit of his grace, Heb. x. 29. There- 
fore let nothing diſcourage you. Let 


nothing hinder you by any means. 
Would you anger Chriſt? Would you 


vex the holy ſpirit, and nail down the 


wrath of God the Father upon your 185 


poor ſoul ? ſee John iii. 36. I know 
you would not, but will readily ſay God 
forbid; and let me ſay do you forbid it 
9 by an n Fenin * 
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95 The rriunpb of Sovereign Grace, 5 
on to Chriſt, and to the heavenly Father 
in him; and to this end the Lord ſtrength- 


en you with might by his ſpirit in your 
inward man. And to ſtrengthen your 


hearts and hands yet the more, in this 


weighty work, let fre lay: two. argu- 
ments more defore y 5 
.xR, If the Lord take pledfure in chem 
chat fear him, in thoſe that hope in his 
cy. then certainly he will aceept you 
in your application to him for mercy. 
The former is true; ſee Eſal. 147. II. 
therefore ſo is the latter. To the ſame 
purpoſe is, P/al. 33, 18. Behold the eye 
F the Lord is upon them that fear im; 
aon them that bope in bis mercy. His 
- oye is upon you and his heart. alſo, let 
= yu” by 6 har upon him. 


that bs in ſhewing mercy, then will be 
not only receive you, but even delight in 
you. The | former is true, ſee Micab 


vii. 18. ſo alſo is the latter. See the em- 


haſis of this phraſe, delighteth in mercy. 


Z 85 He delights in mercy as an act, i. e. he 


1 1 In nn. or ne 
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2dly; If the Lord delight in mercy, 


' delights in mercy as an attribute. 
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honoür of Chriſt and thy own ſafety 5 
But now I come dear Lord: efus to by 
my ſbul in the duſt at y feet, to ſue 
in the deepeſt himitity Tor peace and 
pardon. Oh! let not thy wrath (at 
which'm ny foul trembles) wax hot t againſt 
me; and as thou delighteft! in mercy and 1 
takeſt Palle im them that hope tt eres. 5 
in, as Lem now informed from . 
word let it now pleaſe thee to be mier . 
eiful unito me, and make me tho! moſt 
unworthy, a partaker for ever of the joys 
of thy ſalvation, and an inheritor of” thy 
everlaſting kingdom, thro the alone me- 
tits of Jeſus Chriſt *thy. Son and our 
| alone Saviour; and hereunto,” thy ſweet - 
word and heavenly promiſes 10 ſeaſona- 
g | ed unto me; hath not on- 
ly prorfipred! 10.5 Hope effectuelly drawn 
me. But Oh! Fhow my heart ungives, 
and is even ready” to fink within me, 
when I. ok" down upon my ſelf and 
that ungodly "Hf I have lived! in the 
Word, Hues 1 Had ſo much ff 1 Of l 
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e 5 percciyed he began to | 
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"Took pales. and deſpondeney. began, to 


; whereupon. I. deſired him to 
181 bis mind ſteadily fixt upon 
_ Chrift, and the promiſes; for there lay 


his comfort and ſafety, and look not now | 


ſo much upon his ſins; being, as, I well 
| hoped, truly humbled, and juſt up the 
* aeg eint with Chriſt 1 Now 


AS Tx" 


it was his wiſdom and ſafety ta. behold 2 
the word his ſins laid upon 


up- 
F „ 


: 8 faith in 
Chriſt, an d chril⸗ 8 righteouſneſs Py 
: 3 on n him, 9 e A. 1 tl. 


fas of $6: Ke: ay 


ent with, a 1 Fa 5 re- 
ply yed; I muſt only fay with Job, be- 
Held 1 am vile, what ſhall I anſwer. 
And ſeeing his lips 


began to qi uiver, I : 7 ; 


ſtept to him and faid, keep your hald of 


Chriſt and the promiſe, This 1 18 the hour, 


* and power of. darkneſs. Theſe are, = 
pangs of the new birth. Now you ſee . 
e the chief of ſinners, * hear you. 


4 out with Job, that you are oF 1 
12 own. 
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99 _The triumph of Sovereign Grace, 
e Dan ir, you are ſo,andſoam I; but what 
faith the word? Spiders take hold with 
e their hands, and dwell in kings houſes 
Now you ſuppoſe. yourſelf vile, and 
© therefore fitly enough repreſented by a 
ſpider. Well ; the ſpider lays hold with 
and dwells in kings houſes; 


beer bande, 


Jo you taking hold with your hands, of 


6 72 A A 15 B „ '® 
tze houſe of the king of kings, notwith- 
ſtanding the evils of your heart and life; 
Which now appear with ſuch dreadful 
248 ö „ . CREASES TS ERR. 4 
vil fo ſtrenuouſly Jabours to improve 
„ F005 7; 9.8 HD HUG YR. AWS- yy 

. . againſt you, deſigning thereby to drive 
bs 15. to deſpair; to the end that he may 

* Keep you back from believing on the 

Lord Jeſus, which he always hates with 

a malignant hatred, and 1 8 I will al- 
_ © ways prevent to the utmoſt of his Power. 

A 8 lid nr 3 49149; 

. I. perceive, ſaid he, you are aware 
of the uncommon agitations, now work- 
ing in my mind. No ſooner did I begin 
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do feel an inward drawing out of my 
mind towards Chriſt, and ſome Tweet bud- 
dinge of hope ſpring up in my heart 
beaven- wards, but all on à ſudden a cold 


and 
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r Brand Plucke out of the Fire, 100 


and dark cloud came over me, which. 


"threw me into darkneſs, and ſtifled at 


once, that little hope and comfort, that 


in fach a pleaſing manner, began to ariſe 


in my ſecret thoughts, about the pardon 


of my fins, and a poſſibility of my obtain- 


ing acceptance with the Almighty: thro? 


"Chriſt the mediator.; and but that you 
perceived it, and Teaſonably in 


with your cautionary inftruftions, I know | 
not what ünhappy effect it might have 


had upon me, nor What diſtractions might 


have iſſued from it in my poor ſoul;; but 


however, bleſſed be God, the olond is at 


preſent removed, and my mind is again 
freed from thoſe agitations, that all ona 


(ſudden had "thrown my thoughts into 


ſuch an unuſual ferment. ' I fear it us 


an aſſault of the wicked one. The Lord 
preſerve me, and ede me, out of hits 


hands at all times. 
Alaſs ſaid I, do you n not 0 this inwute 


racy; as well as Policy, of this old adver- | | 


fary ; how ſoon he is 'aware'of:theitenden- 
cy of our preſent endeavours, to plus 
you as a brand out of the burning fire; 


Aud Particularly now, $ When you· are u- 


* ” r 


901. We triumph Sovereign Grace, 
an the point of ſurrendring yourſelf 
over to Jeſus Chriſt for — ſee how 
- he beſtirs himſelf, if by any means he 
may prevent the eule, betwixt Chriſt 
and your foul. Surely. the ſenſe hereof 
- Abould quicken you in _ moſt effectu- 
al manner to entertain the goſpel, and 
cleave to the Lord Jeſus, with full pur- 
poſe of heart. But I fee our opportuni- 
ty is ver at this time; company is a 
coming, the Lord be with you, and 
help that what has been this opportuni- 
ty, under our ſerious conſideration may 
HT” 3 improved ; and with the ſpouſe 
lodge your dear Jeſus all night betwixt 
Four breaſts, and herewith I bid him 
| Farewell, The Lord grant us a happy 
= - meeting in the. morning. 

Next morning as I went to pay him 
er viſit, I happily met with the 

Revd, Dr. Fenton, as he was coming 
from him; who was ſo kind as to in- 


2 = AF 75 ins i 


. - -vite me to his houſe, with whom I had 


very 3 diſcourſe and kind enter- 

inment. He ſpoke very civily of Lau. 
Ip Britli 8 and ſaid he had never a more 
5 -agrecal: le n in ſuch a circumſtance, 


=P + os under 


: under his care. 7 could f not but 5 2 
mite at his proficiency in ae 
and the humility of his conduct in * 
parts of his converſation with him. 


preparation for his near approaching 
death. The Doctor told me he had alſo 
| inquired, i into ſeveral ſcandalous reports 


and in ſhort, ſetting aſide what he Rood ; .4 
. condemned for, he could not find but 4 


f 0 enquire depen, for : 


ſorrow for his II- ſpent time, 20 f 

concern for his immortal ſoul were 1 5 
conſpicuous and exemplary, . together 
with his cloſe attendance to a . ſerious 


concerning him ; both as to times paſt, 
and alſo ſince his coming into priſon -; 


| 5. We 208 Trp were 8 een, = 
and ſo alſo was that of his. keeping 35 


woman with him in the priſon, ſince 
the time of his commitment; which 5 e- 
ports, if they were not malicious, :yet he 


lookt upon them to be very unwofthil ß 
caſt upon him. I told the Doctor L wa very 
_gladt to hear it, and that I ſhou Id forbear ? 
to give him any further trouble about 
thoſe matters, tho ſome! had 5 deſired me "5 


EE HOO C ; 


the country's | 


: 1 05 2 Derg ram, 

* tilafaRtion,. In hort we mutually, and 
I believe very üncerely, Mens! his 
N Preſent mournful caſe, With . very affec- 
5 „ e and) joint wiſhes, that the Gotliof 
alt ight Have mercy on him; 
Alld that 5 s Sun now Tuffeted an 
. "eclipſe at desi dotyn, "yet that it 
might ſet without cloud in regard of a 
future ſtate; and that his body might 
"riſe again to irnitiottality a and brertial life, 
through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt bur 
Lord. 
5 Hercupo on IT” very gratefilly TY the 
honeſt Doctor, and inſtantly Fepaired” to 
— the diſtreſſed ] priſoner ; Gin accorditig 
+ earneſt Willies hen : i left him 
"Laſt night, I found much more comfor- 

table than befdre. For as ſoon as Iaſkt 
pp Wit was with him, and what views 
"he et had of a near approaching eterni- 


hs "anſwered, eternity is a very, aw- 
Ring ; but ti she that 7ohabits eterni- 


bt ty. that m3 thoughts moſt turn upon; | 
Were I but reconciled to him, and mat- 
i tet bſet at richts bet wixt him and my ſoul, 
h] then, I could be chearful indeed; 
1 death wound have'no ſting; and — 


, 


my % U3 fas 


bd —_— ST FF _ x Ss 


* 


a BRAND plckt out of the Fire, 104 


Would have no terror. Ohl! that God 
would ſhew me his ace and favour in 
. Chriſt Jeſus ; for what you have. already 


aid to me has abundantiy tified me, 
there is no coming to the F Wer but * 
515 the Son. * 74; 


Dear foul, aid 1 you es me to | 


hear theſe things from you this morning. 
Surely. it cannot be, that ſuch a [longing 
_ foul after the ſmiling, face of God the 
ge Father, and ſo fn to, and dependent 
upon Chriſt alone for acceptance; can fi- 
* nally miſcarry; and foraſmuch as you 
are ſo intent upon being reſtored to God's 

face, and on — a diſplays of 
his favour in Chriſt Jeſus, let me ſet be- 

fore you a caſe in many things of like na- 


ture, and I pray mind the ſteps taken by 
od therein. Tis the caſe: of Moſes in 
od. xxxiii. 18. Moſes ſaid, I beſeech 


thee ſhew me thy glory. The Lord had 
been very free with Moſes, and had ſpoke 
With him face to face, as a man ſpeak- 
ech to his friend. He was very liberal! 
in the diſtributians. of his — which 


0 Moſes very ambitious. to behold _ 
e But Gold uwe brſt was, 


thou 


"of leß . triumph of Sucre xn Oface. 


ibid - the face of confuthtnate 
11 Betz ty and live, the moſt illuſtrious dif 
PI ying it gr ate, is but comparatſvely 
my back will make all my edel 
4 a a Way of grace paſs before, ver. 19. 
And thou ſhalt fee my back parts, 
but my face ſhall not be ſeen,” ver. 23. 
| Og ang be fwalld wed up of life. 
And fee now what” fuſtrüction ariſes 
ffom the wiſe methods he here obſer ves, 
in thie diſtributions and communications 
uf his grace. ver 2 f. Aud the Lord 


er beben theke ir a Place zy ne, and 
Won ſhalf fand upon u rock. and ver. 22. 


rd Twill put ther in a cli of the rock, 
and will cover thee with my hand while 1 
5 Of which words take this "Plain 
* ina omfortdble expoſition, 
There is a place by me; thil is a new 
- binavir relation ; I will take thee intoa 
-new- covenant reſaricn to myſelf, and 
teal with thee according to the grace 
thereof; and thou ſhalt ſtand upon a 
rock, which is Chriſt, the head ard me- 
Aitor of this covenant ; and 1 will put 
thee in a cliff of the reck, Olen don thou 
| fandeſt, i. el chro dhe er cifixioh and 
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or 6 Brain Locke of ebenes, 
death of Ohriſt, my San; and thy alen 


ite 1 * d 
5 davigur, e Uebe af from the la 
if. om. 2281 
. and all 5 n dangers, ant ſhalf -/! 
of Privi aged With, fad. intitled to all, 


Pn OK grace and comfort of the new: cove- 
1s (ante i. And 1 will cover thee ich my | 
13, ang; i. en Lill. Protect. and ſegure thee, al 
weiden ad >, my, ſon's merit, heth the 4 
ſes poſſeſſion and enjoyment of all the privir - 1 
es, leges of the new) Covenant... .;Fiam |. 
. hence its Ju according tothe apaſtle, 
AIchat God myſt, ſhine into ou hearts, ia 
„ new Sn, Way, to + gave us, the 


„ omleds of his, een the, face 
k Jeſus:, Chriſt. ii. Car., iv. 3 ! Nene bee 


II ſace and favour of God, which, vod de- 
ün fre ſo earneſtly to: ſee, is his reconciled 
eh. l A | to, you by. grace on ag 
u earth, pot bis. glorified -face in heaven, 

E mat i is in reverſion for. you ; ohſerve here L., ? | 
ndl pray you, how undeſer ved mercy ſets you 

ce len the advance hand. Cloſe but wichchet 2 
a by faith, and. vou become a child 6 F Ged, „ 
-In the way of the new covenant, Ha n 
ut ü. 26. Tor ye are all the cbildren of God. 2 5 
wt faith. in Chriſt; Fejus. . Add, ta this,” 
| 8 Yi, 17. Aud Al chilar en -then 1 : 


| 25 EY: 25102071 | | heirs 


$4 


e fur he fs a og f. 
ther j) af font heirt afth Cbriſt; for 
he the eder brother. Thus God ſhews | 
you theglory-of his grace now; but then 
von mut pe ed to all this in God's hew 
and living way. Heb; X. 19. 20. eech 
he has cotifecrated fer ds; which is, 
hort, asl Before; in tlie caſe of 11 
Voul uſt eme in tlie place by Him. i. . 
into che way. of the new covena = (There | 
you muſt tand on the rock 
. Lade pur anche chef thi i = 927 
c.rueiſed is your ſanctuary 


ſituatien you /ſhall ] 

| depths, lengths, and breadtlis, 
Aud rich grace, diſplayed 

this you may poſſe 


8 40530 


== in all probability muſt a- 


Thos the laſt is made firſt ane 


net, as our Saviour tells us. As an TY | 
ROS Ii 


0 . ²˙ - / » ab: a 


3 i ſhallb6-eovefed with” the band ef le ee 1 
ö cion-. And - here, in this. bleed . 


row being your 4558 8 ay, What is now 
- geſerved-in beaven, ſhall then be unvailed 
and. diſplayed, allo to your open view; 


© others, be left * oh Fs 
80 teil on, Lin this valt he f reins | 


. 
L 
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| therefore rejoices when he comes to full 
age, to enter on his inheritance, ſo in the 


e 


way of believing may you rejaice, who . 


now ſtand ſo near to an happy eternity. 
Receive but, believe but, on the Lord in 


the way of the goſpel, and his language 
will be to you, to-morraw ſhalt thou . 


be with me in paradiſe. 


Accordingly as time and neceſſary buſi. 1 
neſs calls me away, methinks I can leave 

you with much more ſatisfaction, and even 
ſurrender you into the hands of the great 


keeper of T/rael, in whom you have o 
| great cauſe to rejoice, for the glory that 

ſhall be brought unto you, at the glori- 
ous appearance of our Lord Jeſus, Wien 
he ſhall come to be glorified in his, ſaints, 
and admired in all them that believe. 
And that our mutual comfort may be 


the greater, and our hope on your ac- 1 


count the firmer, pray tell me how your 
heart ſtands affected towards God and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and whether yon 
can leave the world in perfect hare! 
with all men? He anſwered, 1 dare not 
"boaſt; I know my heart is deceitful, but 
fo far as I know my heart, I love Gd 
K | 
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4 Wan above all things, and N 5 
gtieves me ſo much, as that J have ſin- 
ved againſt him; and that little hape T 
have in his mercy, on account of the 
forgiveneſs of theſe my heinous. offences, 
even diſſolves my heart and melts it down 
before him; ſo that I could rejoyce to 
£ lie as in the duſt at his feet, for ever to 
E - _ adore and-glorify him. And what ſhall. 
I fay of the bleſſed Jeſus, my peace and 
GT ſo intirely depends on his .merit and 
| „ that if I did not love him 
With all my ſoul, mind and ſtrength, 1 
ſhould deſerve, (nor could J expect any 
leſs than) chat the more grateful earth, 
ſhould open its mouth and fwallow. me 
Jobn ſaith, - we love him, becauſe 
. loved us. i. John iv. 19. And I 
q am ſure if I do not love the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, I may well expect to be when 
dhe Lord comes, Anathema Maranatha. 
I anſwered you fay very well, taking 
10e as a duty performed in a way of gra- 
titude; but here's love of complacency. 
Tove. to God ſhews delight i in God; as u- 
nion is the root of communion, ſo love 
; 5 ae 3 exerts a in Ra = 
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after fellowſhip with God, therefore the 
fame Jobn ſaith, Chap. i. 3. of his i. 

Epiſtle. That which we 3 ſeen 1 
beard, declare we unto you, that ye alſo 
may have fellowſhip with us, and truly our 
fellowſhip 
his Son Feſus Chriſt. And we cannot 
have fellowſhip with the Father and the 
Son, but by the Holy Spirit, and ſo we 


come to have communion with the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; whew 4 
therefore we ſpeak of love, we 1 5 
include fruition, for as union is the root 2. 


of communion or fellowſhip, {fo commus-. 
nion or fellowſhip, is the marrow 5 
glory of union; *tis ſo in human gs: 
as between huſband: and wife, parents and 


children, and much more in divine rela- 1 1 
tion betwixt God and his people. - "E pe. - 


this the more upon you, bees 

but a few hours bitbee'y you will be called. 
up to the palm - bearing company on 
Mount Zion above; and then you come 
to viſion and fruition, communion and 
fellowſhip conſummated ; here on sarti 


is with the Father, and with: - 


4 1 8 ( o DO WC I 8 ml TS 
2 . "I \ + a * , 8 r 9 þ EET En 4 5 * 1 ron e 1 n FT”. Y 
"Rat N * a — "OP « a Fi n 
8 + eG. n x . r n Ws WO 
* — p 0 4 N * Tg Es” > 3 - S — . Lo a — — 
2 22 * : . | hy 5 = A . . — — 
eee F THAW TE os x» e 2 nnn N * 


1 


; is are a Son, and by conſequence” an 1 
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and 1 you will come to maturity, and 
enter on the poſſeſſion of the inheritance 
of the ſaints in light. See Jobn ili. 2. 
Well I hope you love God in ſincerity, 
and that you 10 love him, as to delight in 
bim ?> But tell me one word more, are 
vou in charity with all the world? He 
anſwered yes, if I know my heart. 
But ſaid I, pray how ſtands 25h heart 
affected towards your wife and family 
| now you are a dying man? His —.— 
Was the preſent diſpoſition of my heart to- 
Wards em, is perfectly cordial. Oh! 
bow gladly would J have ſeen em before 
x dye, my wife eſpecially; but fince it 
cannot be, I now declare Iam in per- 
= 4 charity with em, and where in any 
| bing they have offended me, I fully and 
. Keely forgive them; and could 1 have 
L Ten my wife, I would. have uſed my 
1 utmoſt endeavour, to have obtained the 
ke favour of her; for moſt gladly would 
I F have us to meet with comfort at the 
E Aſt reſurrection. This is the whole I ſhall 
| offer on this account at this time. 
E What remains are a few ſuitable | ſeri- 
dus e upon the whole. *. 


* 


continuing converſe with 
way gf petition; and anſwer betwixt God 
and ns diſagreeable is it te:live 


to the God of the whole earth. Shalbw]u se 


daily directed by the providence of Gad, 


ſtanding the promiſes he has grain 
redlof by his people, 


of him daily, and Petition toi. bim 
neſtlys We hb ery $0! 

him, ſhall we not them continue 

to him for a 


* 


or: a Br Ax pluck out of the Fire. 112 1 
firſt let us return to the argument. in ow 4 
text, and from thence infer; - Firſt the 


neceſſity and excellengy: of ſetting up and 
God; in the 


on God's earth, and yet remain ſtrangers 


daily. behold heaven, and yet have no 
converſation. in heaven? Shall we be 


and yet never call on the name of God? 
Shall we hou rly.. live on his beunty, and 
yet not moſt thankfully and eee, 
depend: upon his merey? But yete mote 
oe has God: ſaids that, notwithe, = 


made to his people, yet he. will-becenqBir 
to do oi themicygr 
thoſe things Wich he hate promiſed; to 
them? Then certainly wehenden 


90 Sil Kam 
can 
ſupplynof all our eds - 4 4 
oording to his riches in 1 iby — 
Jes? ? He is a God that anſwers his 
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4 . people; let his people then be callers 
= iy 5 their God. 
| _- Secondly, learn hence, that. as God i is a 
. God that forgives his peoples iniquities, let 
his people continually - depend upon, and 
Ay to him for the pardon of all their fin- 
ful follies. While he is a God that for- 
gives ns, let us be a people that repent 
| before him. While he has a heart to 
pardon, let not us want a heart to pray. 
Thou waſt a God that forgaveſt them. 
He will do that for his people, that he 
will not do for all the world. Fobr: xvii. 
9. Let his people then learn to do that 
or God which the world will not do or 
cannot do. The world cannot receive 
| the holy ſpitit, but his people can, will, 
and do receive him. Pſalm cx. 3. 
Our Lord interrogates his people, what 
do ye more than others? Hie; people thro 
his grace can do more than others, and 
will thro his power do more than others, 
although of themſelves they can do no- 
. Jobn 15. 5. 1 30 tb tuin 
3 did God: meer his peoples | 
* e W nw Fen 4 et 
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take Vengeance of their inventions. Learn 
hence. ＋ 270 | 
1ſt. That notwithſianding” all God's 
acts of grace towards us, yet he till re- 
ferves to himſelf a ſovereign. power to 
correct and chaſtiſe us. Tis a Father's 
juſt prerogative to correct his child. 
Heb. xii. 9. Much more the Father of 
ſpirits. Lea 
. .2dly. God ſees the fins of his pebpls 
Amos. iii 2. Tho' not with the eye of 
vindictive juſtice, yet in the way of his 
fatherly reſentment, not by the former 
to deſtroy them, but by the litter to 
canſtiſc and amend them. "2 
3dly. Be not fond of your own inven- - 
tions. This brought about man's ruin 
at firſt. God: made man upright, but he 
ſought out many inventions. Keep in |} 


. 


the way of God's inſtitution, and we 
ſhall never be found in the way to de- 
ſtruction; for as his ways are ways of | 
pleaſantnefs, ſo all his paths are Peace. i 

He that- finds him finds * gig vi — 
— let us egg 156 b we are 1 
unn. . from God, and how deeply we 


B 


* 8 . 
* 1 
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have corrupted our ways; and let) us 


repent and turn unto the Lord, who will 
have mercy on us, and to our God, for 
he will abundantly, . In the firſt 
place, you that are the mournful relati- 
ons. 9 him, vrhoſe — com- 
memorate. I am ſorry that any thing 


| ſhould. fall; out ſo deeply afflicting, and 


* 


of ſo ignominious a nature — you. 


But I am glad that I have ſo good ground 
© to.certifie. you, that you need not mourn | 


as them that have no hope. I believe 
that moſt that ſaw him, were in a gaod 


meaſure ſatisfied; together with me, that 
F he was not only a true penitent, but a 
very exemplary one. For my part, be- 
L cauſe I would not too much depend ol , 
my own. opinion; I conſulted: the: Rev. 


Dr. FEN Ton, who I muſt needs ſay, 
took abundance of care of him, and whb 
L take to be as grave and penetrating: a 
gentleman; and as worthy of his place, 


A and. character, as moſt 1 know. Andil 


cen aſſure you, he had: as candid and cha- 


ritable 2 of the deceaſed, and Was 
as well ſatisfied of the truth of his repent- 
ano * * to be... Vet as it 


4, 


or a BRAND Aucke out of the Fire, 116 - 


Was the deceaſed's earneſt deſire, ſo it is 
mine, that all of you, and ce 
thoſe of you that are of the ſame family, 
would take warning by him, andihence- | | 
forwards ſtudy to live truly ſober, and 
religious lives. Tis undoubtediy the moſt 
honourable, the moſt comfortable, and 
the moſt pleaſant and profitable N of 1 
Ming, both to body and ſoul... _ 
And as to all a that hear me, this 
TI wou'd fay to you, with Daniel to Næ- 
3 let my council be ar- 
ceptable to you; and break of your Sins 
by righteouſneſs, and your iniquities ß 
the fear of God, and ſhewing 'mercy to ll 
the poor, the likelieſt way to lengthen dut 
your tranquillity here, und mark you out 
for both peace and. ſaſety. in a future ſtate. 
And pray bear in mind what has oecur- 
ed to your obſervance in this day's diſ-—-—- 
courſe, and chiefly theſe three things. 
Eirſt, to conceive and retain a perfect an- 
tipathy to, and an utter abhorrence of, 
a profane way of living; with the vitious 
wide of ſwearers, filthy talkers, and: irre: 
ligious ſabbath-breakers. Take no parts, 
Ws no ae, with ſuch a i '3 
| - ,106: 
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fal works of darkneſs. adly. Make re- 
gion, and the ſervice of God, your 
main buſineſs. Be a companion of all 
that fear God. Keep a due mean be- 
twixt being too great a Latitudinarian, 
and being tied up to- a party, to the pre- 
judice of true charity and publick uſe- 
2 aneſs, always preferring real ſincerity 
before an empty, ſound, or lifeleſs out- 
Ward ſhow. 
zZaͤly. Dread the thoughts of making 
. of faith; of beginning in the ſpi- 
rit and ending in- the fleſh. This was what 
the deceaſed  rtaded in his: caſe, moſt 
of all the dangerous ſteps which he had 
taken. The thoughts of turning with 
the Sow that was waſhed to her former 
wallowing in the mire. How often did 
he ery out in my hearing, Oh! how hap- 
1 = had I been, if I had been faithful to 
my profeſſion, and holden on in the good 
n. of. the Lord with which J. Ne ? 
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\ORASMUCH as our LY 
friend, the author of the foregoing 
treatiſe, had not the opportunity to attend 
our dying friend Lau. Britliffe, to his 
laſt exit, but left him the evening 8 


fore and we being determined to con- 


tinue with him to the laſt end of his 
life, to accompany, aſſiſt and comfort 


him'4 in his laſt moments, and to be wit- A 
neſſes of God's gracious dealings with. » 


him, and of his humble penitent and pi- 


ous conduct, with his patient and hope- 
ful paſſage through all the tryals, ten- 
rors, fears and horrors that attended him 


with his grave, ſubmiſſive and chriſtian- 


like deportment, together with his dying 595 3 
councils, exhortations, warnings. and ten- : 


der ardent prayers in BO and at dhe 


at the requeſt of our friend he aut a 
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119 4 CER TIFICATE. 


aboveſaid, certify the following parti- 
culars, Which may ſerve to make up 
What is left ſhort- in the narrative above 2 
written. 
When we firſt came to him the eve- 
ning before His execution, he ſeemed 
very much affected with the pains we 
hut taken, and the love we had manifeſt- 
| ed in coming ſome 30 miles in the neg- 
le& of our buſineſs, and at our own ex- 
penee, to ſee ſuch a vile unworthy per- 
ſon as he looked upon himſelf: to be. 
Whereupon, with hands lifted up towards 
heaven, he gave God thanks for our 
coming, and prayed that the viſit might 
iſſue in the good of us all, and of him- 
ſelf in particular. Next he defired one 
ot us to go to ptayer with him and for 
f him, telling him that it was now a long 
time ſinee they two ſpent a whole night 
I in prayer together, in the lower barn, 
and wWiſhed to God that he had kept his 
So ſanding, as We had done, then matters 
had never come to ſuch a 1 with him | 
. 28 now they were. 
When prayer was over he again that 
. * | OI 8882 10 8 comin 'S to ſee bim, e 
ERS > Ted. 
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red us to continue with 


im and att 
him to his execution, and to pray for him 
and particularly for the forgiveneſs of his 


& . 4 »''f 2 * \ 3 + "= . . 
ns, which now lay fo heavy upon him,. 


- * 
5 8 


- 0 % ; | ; 2 „ 1 A 
ſcape-Goat, to be carried into everlaſting * | 


* 


f Next day when he came out of th <5 n 
low Jail, and we waited. for him, he 
| || came tous and faid, he had now brought _ =» 


I his time from years to weeks, from weeks © 


to days, and from days to hours. An! 


now, faith he, I have ſcarce Nours to 


live, and therefore had need to mind how „ 
I ſpend em. And indeed he ſeemed to 
have a double meaſure of warmth and _ ? 
| || fervency upon his ſpirit, for heaven and 
tlie things of another world, And all 
tlie morning, from 3 0 Clock to 11 


nt that was al 
a man for an 
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: 3 we ' hanlly ever. before. 0 g He 
- --. either vfed nor needed 24 book, or hu- 
| chan affſtance. 

r the Sheriff” came for him; ts 
carried as one that had made bimſelf 
IP ready, and ſeemed to be under no ſur- 
prize nor conſternation, and went to 
the place of execution with an uncom- 
mon alacrity and preſence of mind. 
Where a vaſt number of ſpectators being 
oy preſent he faid, Tam come e Hither to die 
2 painful and ignominious death; and I 
Would have you all chat hear or look upon 
me this day, to take warning by me. 

The firſt ſtep I took towards that evil 
cCourſe of life which has brought me to 
this ſhameful end, was profaning the 
- fabbarh day. That led me into bad 
company, which quickly brought me to 
Hhaunt alehouſes. This preſently drew 
me on to looſe and wanton dalliances, 
Which quickly corrùpted m 4 
E - ruined my. morals, and broke down all 


=. 10 the 1 2 9 mY education had for- 


. ! WS OR. et 


1 
3 
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mitted on the ſabbath-day : And doubt- 


| les Sabbath-day fins are great ſins, and 
great ſins bring great puniſhments. God 
grant mine may be only in this life; 

therefore 1 beg of you all, not to neg- 


lect or any ways 5 the ſabbath day, 


but conſcientiouſly obſerve it, as alſo 14 
all the reſt of your precious time, which + 
I have ſo wretchedly thrown” away, 
and which I now ſee the value and la- 
ment the abuſe and loſs of, when 1 can 3 
no longer enjoy it. Fs 
| 7 when he came to the top 2 the lad- 0 
ter he made another ſerious diſcourſe i 
Up people, with more ardency and a great- 

w of words than before, and with ſo 
2 feeling and tenderneſs, as wonder= 
fully affected the whole audience ſo that ĩ 
we think we never ſaw more wet cheeks 
nor melting hearts, on any ocaſion What- 
ee 5 and - lis in his laſt 17 * 2 


An 


7 0E 11175. 104 471 * 1 
bg. quarrelling even to a deg Sree many A 
times of . outrageouſneſs... Ad I may © | 
ſpeak it with ſhame, moſt of my extra- * 
vagant actions, even that heinous. crime 
for which I ami now to ſuffer, . was com- 


Fo 
” 


aand many others were really aſtoniſhed, 
Having not we think ever met with the 
like, noteven in the narrative of Thomas 

Savage, who we think is the moſt re- 
markable convert upon record; but to 
His next work was to prepare himſelf 
for the fatal iſſue, which he did with 
that "calmneſs and compoſure, as can 
© Hardly be imagined, even to the pry 
down of His cap over his eyes, which 
woas attended with ſuch ardent looks. up 
do heaven, and ſuch a devout ſurrender 
df his precious ſoul into the hands of Je- 


. 3 * | 5 0 F ON * 


Sberiſbs order, the Hangman begg'd his 
pardon, he put up his cap again and ſaid, 
I not only forgive thee, but all the world 
diem my very heart, as I hope to be for- 


3 „ ; ; 
"given 


given of God before whom 1 muſ 


er the ſide on 


— — 
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ſtantly now appear; and ee, ſaid he 
the hangman, that thou henceforward © "i 
lead a new life, elſe thy wicked ways vi 
will again find thee out. After which, 
the hangman ſomewhat faultering in 5 5 
turning him off, he moved himſelf nears © 

which he was to bs. —. 
turn'd off; and as ſoon as off, he lifted - = - 
his folded ande leiſurely up toad heav- EY 5 3 
en, and then as leiſurely let them fall 
down again ; and without ſo much W- = 
one ſtruggle, in a little while he expi- 2 4 
red, and was as decent and amiable a * 
corps as death in any ſhape could poſſibly 7 


. 


turn out. After which we took care of his 


decent interment, in the appointed phce® 
near the caſtle, and ſo took Gur leave ” 
of the whole of this affecting ſpectacle, © 2 
and hope we ſhall be no looked at: laſt by if 
our attendance AO * , Y 


Is * 


E cannot t but own we 
VVV <d to certifie one thing, 
in afingular manner he laid before us once 
again, and ty: how much he. la- 


mented; that in the time of his profeſſion, 


Fs; 


„„ 


* . * HR 


nefs in religion was ſul- 

gone forwards in the way. 

of duty to join in church communion, 

and the pious obſeryance of Chriſt's holy 

- ordinances; as he in thoſe times had both 

incouragement to do; and 

Which he verily thought if he had had 

the grace and happineſs to have done, he 

wald, thro the bleſſing of God, have 

en preſetyed and kept faithful; and 
how he bewailed this neglect. 

ns much we were willing further 

| ution of others. 
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| The frf ond fend ze he ee, 
i — according, to. Dr; W: atts 's Ver f 5 * 


” 4 


1 


"Ty FinsT Parr; 


4 Penitet pleading for Pa don. . 


Hew Pi ity, Lord, O Lord, fargire, „ 
Let a tepenting Rebel lies: © 
Ate not thy Meic:es' large and. free 123 * 2 Sod 
May not a Sinner truſt in The? . 


* 
5 
4 
2 
. 


* 


ly 2 My Crimes are great, but not ſurp aas 
1 The Power and Glory of thy Graces; © + © : 
tn Great God, thy Nature hath. no Bound, 2öö 7 
nd So let thy nardoving Love be found” -" 
ad 3 O waſh my ſoul from eveiy Sin, ar. „ 
he And make my guilty Conſcience clean; 4 "FM Jo. 
Here en my Heart the. Burden lies, 8 

ve And paſt Offences pain mine E 55 1 
nd 4 My Lips with Shame my Sins confeſs - -- - . 
Againſt thy Law, againſt thy Gtace: 
Lord, ſhould thy Judgment grow ſeyetoe, | 
am condemn'd, but thou art clear. 


5. Should ſudden Vengeance ſeize my Heaglsy” » el 
I muſt pronounce Thee juſt in Death; » ©. ʃk» 


I | Andif my Soul were ſent to Hell _ --- | 728 
Thy righteous Law approves it well. 


IE 


5 * Yet ſave a trembling Singer, Lord, wy Pa 
Whoſe Hope flill-bovering round thy — ORE 


„Would light on ſome ſweet Promiſe there. 5 


A 
: # 2 „ 
* *** P * we * * S's Low . 
Some 55 Sup port, againſt efpair, A 
4 n \ * \.S ENS e 
4 ; . ; * 5 . * 3 wy 


and Zual Sin ee 2 1. 
D 1 am vile, conceiv'd in Sin; 
5 nd born unholy and unclean; 
= dpung from the Man whofe guilty F. all 
Corru ce, and:taints WB 
Soon ag We drew out Infant Breath. 
8 of Sin grow up for Death; 
Fhy Law demands a perfect Heart : 
Bor we're defild in every Part. 


test God, create my Heart . new, 
"And form my Spirit pure and true: 


. 
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= O make me wiſe betimes, to ſpy 
My Danger and my Remedy] 

+ Behol& 1 fel before thy Face; 

- My only Refuge is thy Greece? 

No outward forms can make me clean 1 


Leptoſy lie deep within. 
Ne 0 bleeding Bird, nor-Bleeding Beaſt, 
op-Brafch, not ſprinkling Pen, 
ook. nor F lood, nor Ses, 
wald ths Yiſmal Stain away. 
efus, my God, 
ach Power ſufficient fo atones 
y Blood can make me white as Show's. 
Types could — 8 510: 


